
Abraham’s Example 

 

Abraham is the example used to teach us how to receive what God promises in His Word.  

Romans 4:21- 5:2 NIV 

[Abraham] Being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.  This is why “it was 

credited to him as righteousness”.  The words “it was credited to him” were written not for him alone, but 

also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness – for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 

from the dead.  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.  

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom [our lord Jesus Christ] we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 

now stand.  And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 

The Greek word, logizomai, is translated in 4:21 “credited” and as “counted” in 5:3.  The record of 

Abraham and the birth of Isaac, who was the child that came by God’s promise, teach that we receive 

God’s promise the same way that Abraham received God’s promise to him.  We believe what God said, 

and then God credits or counts our believing for righteousness. 

What does God tell us to believe?  We must believe that the lord Jesus was delivered over to death for our 

sins and that he was raised to life for our justification. 

Jesus Christ accomplished our justification from sin once and for all.   

He did the work to make us righteous.  

The Prince of Peace made the peace with God for us.  

He gave us the introduction and access to God.   

How did we obtain these wonderful realities?  We obtained them all through the lord Jesus Christ.    

In Christ we now stand in God’s grace; encircled by His Divine favor.  We no longer stand in Adam and 

his condemnation; in Christ we stand in God’s Divine favor.   

All that we are and all that we hope for is ours in Christ and God set it to our account by the riches of His 

grace.  God afforded us the access into this grace through the lord Jesus Christ.  We obtained it when we 

made him our lord.  Now, we permanently stand in the grace of God! 

Consider this human illustration if you will.  When we were born into our earthly family our standing in 

that family is permanent.  It does not fluctuate because of our behavior.  We may not be good children; 

nonetheless, we are still our parent’s children.  When we are born again into God’s family our standing is 

also permanent.  We gain eternal life by incorruptible seed, the spirit of sonship.  Our standing does not 

vary because of our behavior.  The quality of our walk or behavior may fluctuate, but never our standing 

as a child of God.       



In the lord Jesus Christ and by his work we have the sure hope of receiving the glory of God.  God’s 

glorious hope is the basis for our rejoicing.   

 

We have gained access into this grace in which we now stand because of the lord Jesus Christ’s 

accomplishments. 

Romans 5:3-5 AV 

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And 

patience, experience; and experience, hope: And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is 

shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost [the gift of holy spirit] which is given unto us. 

Everybody faces troubles in life and the mental pressures each day brings, but we rejoice or boast in the 

certainty of receiving the glory of God.  Our hope is the anchor of our soul.  It is the difference between 

the ungodly and us.   

Not only do we boast in God’s glorious hope but we boast even in the face of tribulations.  Verse two 

ended with “. . . rejoice in hope of the glory of God”.  Verses 3-5 form the figure of speech, Climax, 

where the last word of one clause or sentence is repeated at the beginning of the next and then the last 

word of the next is repeated at the beginning of the one that follows and so on.    

Not only do we boast in hope of receiving the glory of God, we boast of it in tribulations . . . tribulation 

works patience . . . patience (works) experience . . . experience, hope . . . hope makes not ashamed.  Our 

hope is the climax.  We can withstand the tribulations because we know our end; we will absolutely 

receive God’s glorious hope.  

God shed His love upon us by giving us the gift of holy spirit.  It is the deposit or down payment, the 

guarantee of our hope. 

Romans 5: 6 -8 AV 

For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a 

righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  But God 

commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

While we were yet without strength - dead in sin - and while we were ungodly, Christ died for us.  He 

saved us by giving his life for us as a sacrifice for sin.   

If we could have saved ourselves by some work of the flesh or by being good enough we would not have 

needed a savior. 

God demonstrated His love to us by providing all of this for us while we were yet sinners; dead in sin.  He 

acted first, not us.   

Romans 10:9 AV 



That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 

raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.   

We gained the access into this grace in which we now stand through  

the work of the Lord Jesus.  Confessing Jesus as the Lord and believing that God raised him from the 

dead saves us.      

In Adam, we were subjects of the reign of sin and death.  We all came under his condemnation and we 

were deserving of the wrath of God.   

Jesus Christ our lord justified us from all that Adam brought upon the race of man.     

He provided our introduction and access to God.   

He provided us with the standing we now have in the grace of God as righteous.  Now we stand before 

God in Christ.  

In him we have peace with God – no more fear of Him; no more strife with Him – peace.     

Our expectation and hope is to receive the glory of God because of the work of our lord Jesus Christ.  

 Romans 5:9-11 AV 

Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him.  For if, 

when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, 

we shall be saved by his life.  And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom we have now received the atonement. 

Jesus Christ justified us from sin by his own blood.  He gave his life as a sin offering to save us.  He 

reconciled us to God by his death.  God raised him from the dead.  He is our atonement.   

Do those whose standing is now in Christ have to fear going through the wrath of God?  Absolutely not; 

the living Son of God stands between any such possibility and us.  We are saved from God’s wrath by the 

work of our lord Jesus Christ.    

What did we do to deserve all of this?  We did absolutely nothing!  God did all of it for us in Christ.  He 

justified us.  He saved us.  He reconciled us.  He made the joy possible.  He effected our atonement.  And, 

he did it all for us when we were completely undeserving. We were dead in sin, ungodly and enemies of 

God.   

Everything we are reading came to us by the grace of God; by His undeserved, divine favor.  God’s grace 

is not handicapped by our sins, nor is it contingent upon works that we do.   Nothing in the flesh makes us 

deserving of these treasures.  The riches of His grace are ours exclusively in Christ and by his work alone.   

God purposed, planned and achieved all of this for us in Christ; by his work and accomplishments.  We 

receive it by the grace of God when we confess Jesus as lord and believe that God raised him from the 

dead.   



At that moment God credits us with Christ’s accomplishments the same as you deposit money in the 

bank; it is set to your account.  From that point on we stand before God “in Christ”.  It is no longer a 

matter of being accepted by God; it is a matter of learning what the Word of God says we are “in Christ” 

and believing it.  We stand completely encircled by the grace of God! 


