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The Riches in the Ages to Come 

 

Ephesians 2:7 AV 

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 

us through Christ Jesus. 

 

 It will take our Father “the ages to come” – eternity – to completely demonstrate the 

exceeding riches of His grace in kindness to us through Christ Jesus.   

 

 In the expression “The exceeding riches of His grace”, “exceeding” is the word 

huperballo. It means “to throw or cast over or beyond, (i.e. beyond a certain limit.) Also to throw 

beyond or farther than another, to surpass in throwing, hence generally, to surpass, excel, 

exceed.”   

  

 There simply are no human words capable of completely describing the vastness of the 

riches of His grace. Today these riches are beyond the boundaries of our limited understanding.  

What do we know of the riches of his grace?  

   

Ephesians 1:7 AV 

In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of his grace; 

  

 The book of Ephesians mentions grace twelve times. Grace is God’s undeserved, divine 

favor towards man. God’s grace towards us is free. Our sins do not hinder God’s offer of it, nor 

is it contingent upon our works. It is ours solely because God desired to make it available to us 

by the work of Jesus Christ.  

  

 Our redemption and forgiveness of sins is ours exclusively by “the riches of his grace”.  

God freely gave it to us in Christ. 

 

Ephesians 2:5 AV 

Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are 

saved;) 

 

Ephesians 2:7 AV 

That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward 

us through Christ Jesus. 

 

Ephesians 2:8 and 9 AV 

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of 

works, lest any man should boast. 

 

 How could God communicate it any plainer? How did God forgive us our sins? How did 

God redeem us? When we were dead in sins, how did He make us alive? How did He save us?  

The answer to these questions is “in Christ” and what he achieved is ours solely by the grace of 

God. Salvation is the gift of God so that no one can boast that it came through their own work. 
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Ephesians 3:2 AV 

If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you–ward: 

 

 It should be patently obvious as to why God calls this period “the dispensation [or 

administration] of the grace of God”. What do we have from God that we did not receive by His 

grace? The answer is a resounding, “Nothing!”    

  

Colossians 1:26 and 27 AV 

Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made 

manifest to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 

mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

 

 “The exceeding riches of His grace” connected with the mystery of Christ will end in 

“the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory”. These riches are exceeding abundantly above all that we could ever ask or think. We will 

not be disappointed in our expectation of hope in Christ.  

  

 The realities that God is revealing to us in His Word are a foregone conclusion. We 

should be confident that God will perform His Word concerning our hope, the same as He did 

when He brought Christ the first time. The certainty of Christ’s return for the Church is as certain 

as the fact that you are now reading these words. He is coming! 

 

Ephesians 2:7 AV 

That in the ages to come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness 

toward us through Christ Jesus. 

 

 I have no idea just how magnificent eternity will be, but I do know that our Father reveals 

that it will take Him the entire period to demonstrate all of His kindness to us in Christ. 

 

 It is not only the extraordinary amount of blessing or the extent of time that it will take 

Him to demonstrate every spiritual blessing to us that is conspicuous here, but the Father’s 

disposition toward us is also conspicuous. These exceeding riches of grace will come from a 

loving Father with an intense desire to demonstrate His kindness to His beloved children. 

 

 All we know about eternity is the opening event and yet how incredible it is! It is 

breathtaking. Such joy unspeakable is ours by the grace of our Heavenly Father.  What more can 

we say than, “Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”! 

 

I Corinthians 13:12 AV 

For now we see through a glass [mirror], darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 

then [at the return of Christ for the Church] shall I know even as also I am known. 

 

 The word for “glass” is esoptron, which is a looking glass or mirror. In the lands and 

times of the Bible, it was usually made of polished metal such as brass. When they looked into 

the mirror of polished metal they did not see the exact reality, but a blurry reflection. The word 
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“darkly” means, “to hint obscurely.” Today we only see a glimpse of what we hope for, but when 

Christ returns we will see and know the reality of it firsthand.    

 

 We will have come unto "the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ". We will 

know even as we are known. 

 

I Corinthians 2:9 AV 

But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 

the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 

 

 God has revealed to us what was once a mystery, but much of the hope following our 

gathering together unto Him into the glory of the heavenlies, is an enigma yet to be revealed. 

  

 Our Heavenly Father has only drawn back the curtain of eternity and given us a peek into 

the future glorious realities that await us in Christ.  

 

Colossians 2: 2, 3 Rotherham 

In order that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, even unto all the riches 

of the full assurance of their understanding, unto a personal knowledge of the sacred secret of 

God, - Christ: In whom are all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden away. 

 

 When you consider all that our Father previously kept secret concerning the Mystery of 

Christ, and, if it is going to take Him the ages to come to show us all of His kindness in Christ 

Jesus, just think of the treasures He must yet have hidden away from our view concerning our 

glorious hope!   

   

 All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hid within the mystery concerning Christ! 

 

Colossians 1:25-27 AV 

Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for 

you, to fulfil the word of God;  Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from 

generations, but now is made manifest to his saints:  To whom God would make known what is 

the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of 

glory: 

 

 God assures the Church, that it will partake of a glorious hope. “The riches of the glory of 

this mystery” pertain to the mystery concerning Christ that God revealed to His apostle, Paul. 

 

 From the opening event to the closing event, this entire period was a mystery.  It was not 

hidden in prophecy – it was hid in God. The prophets diligently searched for it, but it remained a 

mystery to them.  No man knew it until God revealed it to the apostle Paul.   

  

 As with every spiritual blessing, the glorious riches concerning our hope are solely 

dependent on the Father’s desire to make them available to us by the work of our lord, Jesus 

Christ. They are ours by God’s grace and by His grace alone. 
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 God has revealed “the riches of the glory of this mystery. . .”  Had God not revealed them 

to us they would remain His secret, forever hidden and we would remain ignorant of them.  

  

 However, God did choose to reveal these riches to us.  All that we hope for is ours “in 

Christ” and Christ is in us by the spirit of sonship.  It is, “Christ in you, the hope of glory!” 

  

Philippians 1:6 AV 

Being confident of this very thing, thing, that He Which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 

 

 The day is swiftly approaching that what we hope for today will become a reality!  We 

can be confident that our Father will bring the good work of salvation that He began in us to its 

completion; to its full end. 


