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Christ’s Words versus Tradition 

 
 Today some teach that when the body dies, the soul automatically goes to heaven to live 

and then comes back at some future time for the body.   

 Wherever the Word of God speaks of resurrection life, it speaks of the whole person 

living again.  This will only occur when Christ raises the dead at his coming.   There are no 

partial or intermediate steps to eternal life. 

John 6:38-40 AV 

For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me.  And 

this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose 

nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day.  And this is the will of him that sent me, that 

every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise 

him up at the last day. 

John 6:44 AV 

No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up 

at the last day. 

John 6:53 and 54 AV 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 

man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you.  Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, 

hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

 Four times in John 6, Jesus Christ said, “I will raise him up”.  He will raise the same 

person that lived previously. It is you yourself, the individual; that which makes you who you 

are, that he will raise to life again.   

 When did he say he would raise him?  He said, “. . . at the last day”, not at the time of 

one’s death. 

John 14:1-3 AV 

Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are 

many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I 

go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also. 

 What did Jesus Christ say? “I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I 

am, there ye may be also.” Oh no, he must have meant to say, “You will die and come to me, and 

I will receive you.” Is that what he said? No, he said, “I will come again, and receive you unto 

myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.”   

 Deliverance from death will occur at the return of Christ. When he returns he will execute 

the authority God gave him to raise His people from the dead. This is true of Israel and it is true 

of the Church of the Grace of God. 

 All turns on the power that God gave Christ over death and the grave. He will execute 

this power at his coming. There is no resurrection from the dead or change for the living except 

by his authority and it will only occur at his coming. 
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 Where did we get the popular belief that we die and go to heaven or hell? It comes to us 

from Babylon, Egypt and Greek philosophy. It is the belief inspired by the old serpent 

concerning the immortality of the soul. These religious leaders embraced the teaching. This 

doctrine throws the door wide open to the teachings of spiritualism.  

 This is not what the Word of God teaches. Adam’s condemnation was, “thou shalt surely 

die”, not evolve into a spiritual being after death. Who was it that said, “Ye shall not surely die”?  

The old serpent, the devil made the statement – not God. 

 There is no substantiation in the Word of God for the teaching propounded by the 

spiritualists. The only life after death will come by resurrection; by Christ’s authority and it will 

only occur at his coming.   

 The only way to reach the conclusion that you become alive upon death is to add, delete 

or change the Word of God. The old serpent has worked hard to pervert what God’s Word says 

ever since the garden.   

Revelation 1:18 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys 

of hell [the grave] and of death. 

 Jesus Christ is the only one who holds the keys to the grave and death. The keys represent 

His authority to open the graves and release its victims from death. There is no release from 

death except by his authority. He will exercise this vast power at his coming. 

 The spiritualist teaching that we die and go to heaven, negates the order of resurrection, 

the time of resurrection and the power of the lord’s authority over death. 

I Thessalonians 4: 16 and 17 AV 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 This revelation to the Church defines the order, the time and the power that brings us our 

release from death and this world. The dead and living of the Church will be caught up together, 

at the same time, by the lord’s power and authority. This occurs at his coming, not at death. 


