
The Hope:  Get “To Whom” Correct 

 The entire period of the Administration of the Grace of God was a mystery hid in God 

from its beginning on the Feast of Pentecost following Jesus Christ’s resurrection and ascension 

into the heavenlies, to its end at the gathering together of the saints to meet the Lord in the air.  

Therefore, we cannot learn about it in the Four Gospel records, nor in the Old Testament.  These 

records concern the Day of the Lord and his coming to the earth.   

“The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together unto Him” is “the departure”.   

 It is to be, “caught up together [both the living and the dead of the church] in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air”.  I Timothy 3:16 says that we will be “received up into glory”.   

 The Church Epistles – the books of Romans to II Thessalonians – reveal the doctrine for 

the Administration of the Grace of God.  It begins in grace and ends when it is received up in 

glory.  

 After the Church is removed from the earth, an administration of judgment will begin to 

unfold.  Both I and II Thessalonians distinguish between Christ’s coming for the church, which 

occurs in the air when the lord gathers both the living and the dead in Christ together and we 

depart with him into the heavenlies, from the Day of the Lord. 

 The purpose of the revelation in II Thessalonians 2:1-3 is to reassure the saints that they 

were not in the Lord’s Day as certain ones were teaching.   

 The Word of God assures the saints that the Day of the Lord could not take place until 

after “the departure” – the gathering together of the saints unto their lord in the air.  The man of 

lawlessness cannot be revealed on earth before then. 

 Confusion occurs concerning these events when we do not determine to whom the 

Scripture is addressed and of whom it is speaking.   

 The Scripture concerns three distinct groups of people: the Jews, the Gentiles, or the 

Church of God.  We need to determine the people involved, the different administrations of time 

about which the scripture is speaking and the subject under consideration if we are to have a 

correct understanding of what God is revealing to us.   

 We must not categorize the different times and events concerning Christ’s Parousia as all 

being identical.  We must allow the Scripture to reveal its interpretation to us in the verse and the 

context where it is given, as well as how the event is spoken of elsewhere in the scriptures.   

 When we read the Old Testament, the Four Gospels, or the General Epistles, such as I 

and II Peter, or the book of Revelation as though they are addressed to the Church of the Grace 

of God, which was before a mystery hid in God, we may walk away with confusion and think 



that there are apparent contradictions.  These records are not addressed to the Church.  We must 

distinguish to whom these records are addressed and who is involved in each record.  

 Instead of the comfort that God intended us to have with the knowledge of Christ’s 

coming for his Church, we may be distressed or even terrified if we think that we are going to go 

through the Lord’s Day.  

 The events spoken of in the records outside the Church Epistles are as much the Word of 

God as that which we read in the Church Epistles, but they do not concern the Church during the 

Administration of the Grace of God.  

 All is true of whom it speaks and to whom it is addressed in the administration that it 

concerns. 

The truth of the Word of God always makes us free.  Come quickly lord Jesus! 


