
No Longer a Mystery:  Christ’s Coming for the Church 

I Corinthians 15:51-54 AV  

Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be  changed, In a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be 

raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, 

and this mortal must put on immortality. So when [indicating the time when this occurs] this 

corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then 

[indicating time] shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in 

victory. 

 The word “Behold” directs our attention to the beginning of a new subject. This word is 

not a mere interjection, but a verb, which instructs us to look and observe what we see; to 

observe attentively.  

 “Behold” is one of several words used as asterisms, the figure of speech that calls 

attention to a thing by making an asterisk. The figure uses a word that acts like an asterisk, such 

as the word “behold” or “verily” or “yea”. 

 What are we directed to mark and attentively observe? The asterisk concerns the mystery 

revealed to us in verse 51 and following.  

 If this revelation had been known previously it could not have been a mystery.  

 What is this mystery?  Saints will yet be living when Christ returns to raise the saints of 

the Church who have died.   

 The saints who are living at the time of Christ’s return will be changed from mortal to 

immortal at the same time that the dead in Christ are raised to life, according to the revelation of 

the Word of God.  

The mortal, the saints who are alive, will put on immortality at the same time that the 

dead, who have corrupted in the grave, will be raised as incorruptible. This is when “death is 

swallowed up in victory” for the members of the body of Christ, the Church.  

It is apparent that this has not yet occurred. The dead in Christ will be made alive “at his 

coming”.  

Death is the last enemy that shall be destroyed we are told in I Corinthians 15:26. Death 

is not the portal that leads to eternal life. The Word of God reveals that it is an enemy, but there 

is a day coming that we will be released from its authority.  

I Thessalonians declares God’s revelation concerning the Lord‘s return for his Church, 

also.  

I Thessalonians 4:13 and 14 AV 

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are  asleep, that ye 

sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 



There are several points we need to take into consideration in these verses. First of all, as 

it stands the verses read awkwardly and this makes it difficult to understand them. When this 

occurs in translation it may be due to a figure of speech. 

There are two figures used here that when understood make the verses intelligible.  

Of what does God not want us ignorant?  He does not want us ignorant of “them which 

are asleep”.  

God uses a figure of speech here called euphemy. Euphemy uses a softer word for a 

harsher word. By using the word “sleep” for “death”, it softens the emotional sting that 

accompanies death. God, by Divine Design, emphasizes that death for those in Christ is like 

sleep, in that we will be awakened from it, the same as we are from sleep. 

There are two words for “sleep” in the Greek language. Katheudo means, “to 

intentionally go to sleep”, as we do every night. The word used here is koimaomai. It means, “to 

fall asleep involuntarily”; that is why it is used of death concerning the saints.  

Those who are not “in Christ” have no hope of awakening unto eternal life when the lord 

returns. We read previously that the unsaved will be raised in the resurrection of the unjust and 

be condemned to the second death. Their end will be destruction.  

Notice that the verse says, “. . . them which are asleep”, indicating that currently they are 

dead.  

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so. . .”  All the gospel records 

concur. Jesus Christ died and he was in the grave for three days and three nights. God raised him 

from the dead and he ministered on the earth for another forty days before he ascended into the 

heavenlies.  

God confirmed that Jesus Christ was His Son by raising him from the dead. No other man 

has ever been raised to life, never to die again. 

In this verse, the words, “even so” tell us that what follows is being compared with what 

preceded them.  

As we believe that Jesus died and rose again; even so, we believe that God – through 

Jesus – will bring those that sleep, out from among the dead.  

The verses that follow will further clarify and define this order. 

Dr. Bullinger, in, Figures of Speech Used in the Bible, explains that this verse contains 

the figure of speech, ellipsis, which is a figure involving the omission of a word or words. This 

figure draws our attention to the remaining words. The omitted words are understood from the 

context. By supplying the omitted words from the previous clauses, it would read, “As we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, in like manner [we believe] that them which are asleep 

will God (by Jesus) bring with him [from the dead].” 

 



I Thessalonians 4:14 Conneybeare and Howson 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also will God, through Jesus, bring back 

those who sleep, together with him.  

As Jesus died and rose again, so the dead in Christ will rise again from the dead. God, by 

His agent Jesus (the same Jesus they crucified) will lead those who sleep the sleep of death 

[Psalm 13:3], out from among the dead. 

From where will Christ bring them?  The context teaches us that they: 

• “are asleep” in verse 13 

• “them also which sleep” in verse 14 

• “are asleep” in verse 15 

• “the dead in Christ” in verse 16  

• in verse 17, the pronoun “them” refers to “the dead in Christ” mentioned in the previous 

verse  

The entire context teaches that the lord Jesus Christ will bring them from the dead. This agrees 

with what we learned in I Corinthians 15.  

We do not need to sorrow as the rest who have no hope because when Christ returns for 

his church, he will raise the saints from the dead and they will live again, and that forever.  

The next three verses reveal the timing of this event. They reveal when the dead in Christ 

will live again.  

I Thessalonians 4:15-18 ASV 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we that are alive, that are left unto the 

coming of the Lord, shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep. For the Lord himself 

shall descend from heaven, with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of 

God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we that are alive, that are left, shall together 

with them be caught up in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 

the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.    

Here we have “the word of the Lord” concerning Christ’s coming for the Church. 

This is not a theological theory, nor is it a religious tradition that originated in 

spiritualism and which men adopted later on as so-called Christian doctrine.  

A council, convention or committee of men did not vote on this; nor was it Paul’s “view”, 

nor is it “my interpretation”.  

The revelation of God’s Word interprets itself in the verse and that agrees with the 

context of the passage as well as other records addressed to the Church of the Grace of God 

concerning the identical subject. We must identify to whom it is written and who it concerns. 

The time or administration must also be understood. When we apply the keys of "rightly 



dividing" the Word of God it will interpret itself. It will reveal the who, what, when, where and 

why so that we can understand and believe it.  

This is “the word of the Lord”!  It is revelation knowledge from our Lord given for our 

comfort and believing. Anyone can read it and understand. There is nothing confusing about it. 

There is only confusion when we read what God reveals in His Word and try to make it fit with 

tradition or our predetermined ideas.  

There is no other hope of salvation for the believer in Christ Jesus. The Word of the Lord 

reveals and defines every element of our hope to us. The return of Christ for the Church is the 

Day of Salvation.  

We will forever be with and like our lord (as we have seen from other records), whether 

we are alive when he comes or we have fallen asleep. We have this on the lord’s own authority.  

Christ Jesus the lord will come for the members of his body, the Church, on the Day of 

Redemption. This is called “. . . the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 

together unto Him” in II Thessalonians 2:1. There is no other way of being with the Lord than 

God reveals to us in His Word. 

Both the members of the body of Christ who have fallen asleep and those who are alive 

and remain unto the coming of the lord shall be caught up together, at the same time. 

The Opening Scene of Eternity for the Church 

I Thessalonians 4:16 and 17 AV 

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 

and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and 

remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 

shall we ever be with the Lord. 

 These verses contain the figure of speech, protimesis, which “increases the emphasis of a 

particular statement by setting forth the order in which the things treated of stand, or take place.” 

• The lord himself descends. . .  

• The dead in Christ rise first 

• Then we which are alive are caught up together  

• And so shall we ever be with the lord. 

First, the Lord Himself descends from heaven. He gives the command for his saints to 

assemble – both the living and those who are dead.  

“For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout. . . ” The word for “shout” 

is keleusma, which is a command that assembles.  



In the sport of crew, this word is used for the shout that gives the rowers the timing for 

their strokes so that they can synchronize their efforts. It is the word used when hunters call their 

dogs to assemble. Our lord will assemble his Church, both living and dead at the same time, by 

the word of his command.  

As he exercised his authority to raise Lazarus from the dead and said, “Lazarus, come 

forth!”, so he will exercise the vast authority under his hand in this coming day. When he gives 

the command every member of the body of Christ will come forth unto eternal life, whether by 

rising from the dead or by transformation. 

The heavenly trumpet of assembly will be blown and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 

The fullness of time will have come for Christ Jesus the lord to be united with the 

members of his body, the Church, the fullness of him and together they will ascend into the 

heavenlies with all the Divine pomp and circumstance attached to it. 

The Greek for “meet” in I Thessalonians 4:17, is apantesis. It means, “to meet and return 

with”.  

The word is used of dignitaries when they visited cities. Their coming would be received 

with great pomp and circumstance. While they were still well beyond the city, an envoy of 

officials would be sent to meet the caravan of dignitaries and escort them the rest of the way. The 

citizens would line the streets from the entrance to the palace, strewing them with palm branches. 

Once they arrived at the palace, greetings and ceremonial speeches usually followed. After the 

public ceremony for the dignitary concluded, they would enter the palace together for private 

festivities, which were hosted by the local official.  

We will meet the lord Christ Jesus in the air and we will return with him into the 

heavenlies. 

When we win a victory in war or in athletics, we celebrate it. We have victory 

celebrations, parties, parades, we sing and rejoice and the victors are introduced to prominent 

dignitaries. Honors are bestowed. Recognition and awards are given for sacrifice and 

achievement in the arena. This victory processional and celebration will be more glorious than 

any other in history.  

Christ Jesus our lord gathers us together and then leads us in a victory processional into 

the heavenlies. It will be the affair of the ages, the greatest celebration of any ever known. The 

Heavenly Father has planned for this gala affair for ages! 

Christ will lead us home and we will be welcomed as members of his body, as joint-heirs 

with him. The super conquerors will be lead into the heavenlies by their head and lord. 

The Father will finally have His children home. It will be a time of indescribable joy.  

 We will be welcomed home by our Father, our lord, principalities, powers, mights, 

dominions and an innumerable company of angels: the entire heavenly host.  



Just think; this is only the opening scene of eternity for us!  It will take our Father the 

ages to come – the whole of eternity – to show us all the riches of His grace. His kindness will be 

beyond anything we could ever ask or think.  

Man has never witnessed anything that even remotely parallels this event. Every single 

believer since the beginning of the Age of Grace and the Mystery will be gathered together with 

Christ into the heavenlies into eternal glory.  

Our lord, the head of his body, the Church, will lead the victory processional of super 

conquerors into the heavenlies.  

Our lord will lead us into our Father’s presence in the heavenlies where we will enjoy rest 

and glory and fullness of joy as citizens of the heavenlies. 


