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The Second Stage of the Parousia: The Day of the Lord 

 The second stage of Christ’s Parousia concerns his coming to the earth in “the Day of the 

Lord”. The only way we can discover what this period involves is to go to the Word of God and 

allow the scriptures to reveal it.  

 The Old Testament prophets foretold of this day. The lord Jesus Christ described the 

different stages of it in the Four Gospel records. The book of Revelation describes it in detail.  

 I Thessalonians distinguishes between the two stages of Christ’s coming also. First, we 

read of his coming concerning the Church in the Administration of the Grace of God.  

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 AV  

But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 

sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 

even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the 

word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not 

prevent [precede] them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 

rise first: Then we which are live and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 

to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 

another with these words.  

 Immediately following the comfort of the revelation concerning the lord’s coming for the 

Church, we read:  

I Thessalonians 5:1-11 AV  

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves 

know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. For when they shall say, 

Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 

child; and they shall not escape. But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 

overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of 

the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 

For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night. But let 

us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 

the hope of salvation. For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 

Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with 

him. Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.”  

 Verse one begins with the contrasting conjunction “but”. This signals us that we are no 

longer dealing with the gathering together of the church; we are now dealing with a different 

subject. The two parts of Christ’s coming are set in contrast to each other in these chapters.  

Watch your pronouns, "we" and "they", etc.  
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 Christ first comes for his Church to gather them into the heavenlies and, then, later on he 

comes to the earth in the Day of the Lord. The first part of his coming will be for salvation and 

deliverance, while the second part will involve wrath and judgment for the ungodly left on the 

earth.  

 Next, we have the mention of “times and seasons”. Christ’s coming for the Church in the 

Administration of the Grace of God or the Mystery, has no prophetic teaching concerning times 

or seasons. The apostles believed that the return of Christ for the church was imminent. They did 

not instruct the saints to look for signs and seasons, but for the return of the lord from heaven.  

 Christ could return for the Church at any time since the Day of Pentecost following his 

ascension into the heavenlies. Not a single scripture in the Church Epistles indicates particular 

signs or seasons must be fulfilled as a prerequisite to Christ’s coming for the Church in the 

Administration of the Grace of God.  

 When we read verse 2, “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden 

destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape”, it 

is like reading Isaiah 13:6-9 or Jeremiah 30:6. This describes something totally different than the 

coming of Christ for the Church in the previous chapter.  

 What do “the times and seasons” concern, of which verse one speaks? The next verse 

defines it for us.  

I Thessalonians 5:2 AV  

For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 

 II Peter 3:10, Revelation 3:3 and 16:15 also speak of his coming as a “thief”. A thief does 

not announce that he is coming. These verses all describe his coming in the Day of the Lord. The 

lord himself spoke of this.  

Matthew 24:42-44 AV  

Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the 

goodman of the house had known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, 

and would not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in such 

an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.  

 The lord was speaking to his disciples who were Israelites. He told them that, “. . . the 

Son of man cometh”. This expression is used in connection with the earth. The Son of Man will 

regain the dominion on the earth that Adam lost.  

 What the lord said here does not concern the church in the Administration of the Grace of 

God. The church in the Administration of the Grace of God and the Mystery was still a mystery 

hid in God at this particular time.  
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 What is “the Day of the Lord”? If we will go to the first time it is used and follow its 

subsequent uses in the Word of God we will have the Biblical definition of the term. The first 

use is in the book of Isaiah.  

Isaiah 2:12 AV  

For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every 

one that is lifted up; and he shall be brought low:  

 The Day of the Lord is the time when everyone that is proud and lofty and everyone that 

is lifted up . . . shall be brought low.  

 The expression, “the Day of the Lord” appears in: Isaiah 2:12; 13:6, 9; Ezekiel 13:5; 

30:3;  Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14;  Amos 5:18, 20;  Obadiah 1:15;  Zephaniah 1:7, 14;  Zechariah 

14:1;  Malachi 4:5;  Acts 2:20;  I Thessalonians 5:2;  II Thessalonians 2:2;  II Peter 3:10;  

Revelation 1:10  

 The expression, “the day of the Lord” is also translated as “the Lord’s day” in the New 

Testament.  

 “The day of the Lord” is the only way to express it in the Hebrew because the Hebrew 

does not contain the adjective for “Lord’s”.  

 The Greek can express it two ways. It can use two nouns, “the Day of the lord”, the same 

as the Hebrew or it can use the adjective Lord’s as in “the Lord’s Day”.  

 They both describe the same day. The difference is in which word receives the emphasis. 

“The day of the Lord” places the emphasis on the word “Lord”. “The Lord’s day”, by using an 

adjective to qualify the noun, places the emphasis on the noun “day”.  

 The Day of the Lord is the time of God’s judgment, when the Lord will do the judging – 

not man.  

I Corinthians 4:3 Interlinear Greek- English New Testament  

But to me the smallest matter it is that by you I be examined, or by man’s day. But neither 

myself do I examine. 

 Today is “man’s day” because he is the one who does the judging. God is silent today as 

far as judgment is concerned. This is not the case during the time of the Lord’s Day. He will be 

the judge of all the earth when this period unfolds.  

 If we are to understand the revelation in Isaiah, we must first determine to whom it is 

addressed and of whom it speaking.  
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Isaiah 1:1 AV  

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days 

of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  

 The book of Isaiah concerns Judah and Jerusalem, not the church in the Administration of 

the Grace of God.  

 Remember, the Church of the Grace of God was a mystery until God revealed it to the 

apostle Paul. The Church is the Church, not Judah. Judah is not the Church, it is Judah and 

Jerusalem is Jerusalem; the city where the King of Israel reigns.  

 We cannot read Judah and Jerusalem and interpret them as the Church if we are to rightly 

divide the Word of God. God’s Word says exactly what it means and it means precisely what it 

says. All Scripture is addressed to either the Jews, the Gentiles or to the Church of God.  

 The Church in the Administration of the Grace of God and the Mystery is not under 

consideration in the book of Isaiah.  

 However, if we read “Israel” but think that Israel is “the Church” or if we read what 

belongs to the “Administration of the Law” and think that it is the same as “the Administration 

of the Grace of God”, we will not have the truth. We will have error and be left with confusion if 

we conclude that the Gospels and Church Epistles are both speaking about the same time and 

about the same people.  

 The scenes about which we are reading in Isaiah take place on the earth and they are not 

scenes of salvation and glory, but of grave judgment.  

 Christ's coming in the Lord's Day occurs on the earth and it involves judgment for the 

Jew and the Gentile, not the Church in the Administration of the Grace of God. The Church was 

judged in Christ as righteous and its hope is to be received up into glory and into the heavenlies 

when Christ comes for them.  The judgment on the earth cannot begin until God has removed the 

body of Christ, the Church. 

 After the Church is gathered unto the lord into the heavenlies, the events concerning the 

second part of his Parousia, the Lord’s Day, begin to unfold on the earth. II Thessalonians 

distinguishes between Christ’s coming for the church and the Lord’s Day which will occur on 

the earth.  

II Thessalonians 2:1-3 ERV  

Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering 

together unto him; to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, 

either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is now present; 

Let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the 

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition 
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 There is nothing disturbing or troubling about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

Church; it is our glorious hope. His coming is the joy and rejoicing of our hearts. The lord gave 

us the revelation regarding it for our comfort, but this is not the case with the Day of the Lord.  

 The coming of our lord Jesus Christ for the church (in verse 1), is set in contrast to his 

coming in the day of the Lord (in verse 3). The apostle Paul exhorted the saints not to be 

disturbed by those who said that they were then in the Day of the Lord, whether they said they 

received the information from a spirit, by some teaching or an alleged letter supposedly written 

by Paul. 

 So do not be disturbed; be comforted and rejoice for our deliverance is nearer than when 

we first believed.  It could be today! 


