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Comparing Christ's Two Comings in the Letters to the Thessalonians 

 Now we are going to the Church Epistles of I and II Thessalonians and read what they 

reveal to us about the two stages of Christ’s second coming. 

 After the Church is gathered unto the lord into the heavenlies, the events concerning the 

second part of his Parousia, the Lord’s Day, begin to unfold on the earth.  II Thessalonians 

distinguishes between Christ’s coming for the church and the Lord’s Day which will occur on 

the earth.  

II Thessalonians 2:1-3 ERV 

Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering 

together unto him;  to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, 

either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of the Lord is now present;  

Let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the 

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, 

 There is nothing disturbing or troubling about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ for the 

Church; it is our glorious hope.  His coming is the joy and rejoicing of our hearts.  The lord gave 

us the revelation regarding it for our comfort, but this is not the case with the Day of the Lord. 

 The coming of our lord Jesus Christ for the church (in verse 1), is set in contrast to his 

coming in the day of the Lord (in verse 3).  The apostle Paul exhorted the saints not to be 

disturbed by those who said that they were then in the Day of the Lord, whether they said they 

received the information from a spirit, by some teaching or an alleged letter supposedly written 

by Paul. 

 The Greek textual critics, Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles, Alford, Westcott 

and Hort, as well as Nestle-Aland and the translators of the Revised Version, all translate verse 

2, as “the Day of the Lord”, not “the day of Christ” as the King James or Authorized Version 

does.  The Nestle-Aland Greek-English New Testament reads:        

II Thessalonians 2:1 and 2 Nestle-Aland Greek-English New Testament 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our assembling to meet him, we beg 

you, brethren, not to be quickly shaken in mind or excited, either by spirit or by word, or by 

letter purporting to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 

 How does the Aramaic translate it? 

II Thessalonians 2:1 and 2 Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament, Volume II 

But we entreat you, my brothers, concerning the coming of our lord Jesus the Messiah and 

concerning our gathering together to him, that you neither quickly be shaken in your minds, nor 

be troubled, not by word, nor by spirit, nor by a letter, as though from us, [saying] namely, 

Behold, the day of our lord has arrived. 
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 Both the Greek and Aramaic read, “the day of the Lord”, not “the day of Christ”.  After 

considering every use of “the day of the lord” in the Word of God the importance of this verse of 

scripture should become clear.  In the Word of God, God says what He means and His words 

mean what they say.  

 “The Day of the Lord” is an altogether different period than “our gathering together unto 

him” mentioned in verse one.  From the revelation of the Word of God we are told that the 

church will not go through this period, so they should not be disturbed by those who were 

saying, “Behold, the day of our lord has arrived.”  

 The Day of the Lord was foretold throughout the Old Testament.  It will involve Israel 

and the Gentiles, not the Church (The church is the body of Christ and it belongs to the 

Administration of the Grace of God; the Mystery).  The Day of the Lord will be a period of 

judgment. 

II Thessalonians 2:3 ERV 

Let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and the 

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, 

 The Day of the Lord will not occur before, “. . . the falling away come first, and the man 

of sin be revealed. . .”  What is “the falling away”?   

 The words, “falling away”, are the Greek noun, apostasia, from “apo” and “stasia”.  

“Apo” means “away from” and “stasia” means, “to stand”.   The word occurs in II Thessalonians 

2:3 and Acts 21:21. 

II Thessalonians 2:3 AV 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;  

 Apostasia is translated as “a falling away” here.  To determine what this is, the Word of 

God will have to supply us with the answer.  First, we will consider the verse where the words 

are used.  Within the verse, we will study the biblical usage of the word apostasia.  Next, we will 

consider the use of the article, he, and its bearing on the subject.  

 After that, we will consider the verse in light of its context; both immediate and remoter 

context.  The verse has to agree with the context without any contradiction if we are to rightly 

divide the Word of God.  

 Lastly we will compare our findings in the verse and context with other scriptures that 

speak about the identical subject.  Every scripture regarding the identical subject has to agree if 

we are to have the word of truth.  
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 The biblical definition of a word is determined by how it is used in the Scriptures, not by 

its secular usage.  The word apostasia only appears twice in the New Testament, here in II 

Thessalonians 2:3 and in Acts 21:21. 

Acts 21:21 AV 

And they are informed of thee, that thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to 

forsake Moses, saying that they ought not to circumcise their children, neither to walk after the 

customs. 

 Apostasia is translated “forsake” here in the Authorized Version.  James and the elders in 

Jerusalem accused the apostle Paul of teaching the Jews to “forsake” Moses’ teachings, such as 

circumcision and other customs that they held.  This was a departure from their teachings. 

 Once it is translated “forsake” and once “falling away”.  If we consider the uses of the 

verb we will gain a better understanding of its meaning since the noun is derived from the verb.  

 The noun, apostasia, comes from the verb, aphisteemi.   Aphisteemi comes from apo 

“away from” and histemi “to stand”.  It appears 15 times in the New Testament.  Although 

apostasia and aphisteemi do not look alike, they come from the same root.  They are merely 

different forms of the same root.     

 Listed below are the fifteen times that aphisteemi appears in the New Testament.  Again, 

I highlighted the English word translated from aphisteemi.  

Luke 2:37 AV 

And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the temple, but 

served God with fastings and prayers night and day.  

Luke 4:13 AV 

And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season. 

Luke 8:13 AV 

They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no 

root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 

Luke 13:27 AV 

But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of 

iniquity.  

Acts 5:37 AV 

After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people 

after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. 
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Acts 5:38 AV 

And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this 

work be of men, it will come to nought: 

Acts 12:10 AV 

When they were past the first and the second ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto 

the city; which opened to them of his own accord: and they went out, and passed on through one 

street; and forthwith the angel departed from him. 

Acts 15:38 AV 

But Paul thought not good to take him with them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and 

went not with them to the work. 

Acts 19:9 AV 

But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the 

multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of 

one Tyrannus. 

Acts 22:29 AV 

Then straightway they departed from him which should have examined him: and the chief 

captain also was afraid, after he knew that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him. 

II Corinthians 12:8 AV 

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 

I Timothy 4:1 AV 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 

I Timothy 6:5 AV 

Perverse disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth, supposing that gain is 

godliness: from such withdraw thyself. 

II Timothy 2:19 AV 

Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that 

are his. And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from  iniquity. 

Hebrews 3:12 AV 

Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 

living God. 

 Aphisteemi is translated “depart”, “departing” or “departed” eleven of the fifteen times it 

is used.  Once it is translated “withdraw”, once “refrain”, once “fall away” and once “drew 

away”. 
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 In these verses, the clear sense of the word is that of “departing” whether it is physically 

departing or spiritually departing.  The departing may be either positive or negative.  

 We must determine the nature of the particular departure from the information given in 

the verse and its context.      

 Apostasia and aphisteemi both convey the sense of departing.  It is a standing away from, 

a drawing out from among or a separation away from.  It is a departure. 

 The English versions prior to the Authorized or King James Version translated apostasia 

in II Thessalonians 2:3 as, “a departing”.  

 The King James or Authorized Version was the first to translate apostasia as “falling 

away”.  Jerome’s Latin translation of the Vulgate around 400 A.D, translated the Greek 

apostasia as the Latin discessio, meaning “departure”.  The Tyndale Bible of 1534, the Geneva 

Bible and the Cranmer Bible, first published in 1537, translated apostasia as “a departing”.  

These versions precede the King James Bible printed in 1611. 

 Kenneth Wuest, author of, The Expanded Translation of the Greek New Testament, 

comments in his preface to II Thessalonians: 

If apostasia and aphisteemi meant what our word ‘apostasy’ and ‘apostatize’ 

mean, why did Paul when using aphisteemi in I Timothy 4:1 feel the need of 

adding the qualifying phrase, ‘from the faith’ to complete the meaning of 

aphisteemi in that instance of its use?  The word  apostasia, therefore, in its 

original and pure meaning, unadulterated by the addition of other ideas imposed 

upon it by the contexts in which it has been used, means a ‘departure.’  

 The Biblical definition of the word is “departure”. 

THE USAGE OF THE GREEK ARTICLE 

II Thessalonians 2:3 AV 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, 

 The King James or Authorized Version reads, “a falling away”.  The Greek texts read, he 

apostasia.  He is the article, “the” so the expression should be translated as “the departure”.   

 The Greek does not need the article to make the noun definite as we use it in English.  In 

the Greek a substantive is definite without the article. 

 The article originally came from the demonstrative pronoun (such as “this” or “that”), 

which calls attention with special emphasis to a designated object.   Its function is to point out an 

object or to draw attention to it.  “Its use with a word makes the word stand out distinctly.  
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 Whenever the Greek uses the article, it points out individual identity . . . it marks a 

specific object of thought”.  

 The Greek uses the article with infinitives, adjectives, adverbs, prepositional phrases, 

clauses or even with whole sentences.  We do not have a corresponding English usage even 

remotely associated to this.   

 When the article appears in the Greek, it always signals us to some special significance. 

 We need to look at the matter from the Greek point of view, not the English if we are to 

discover the reason that the article is used.  

 The usage of the article draws our attention to the identity and special significance of this 

particular departure.   

 According to Dana and Mantey in, A Manual Grammar of the Greek New Testament, 

page 141, reference 147 (2):  

The article may be used to point out an object, the identity of which is defined by 

some previous reference made to it in the context. 

Wuest acknowledges this particular usage in his expanded translation.  He says,  

The word ‘previous’ is all-important here. The translators of the A. V. looked for 

the definition of the word in the subsequent context, whereas the Greek article 

points here to a previous context, namely, to the coming of the Lord Jesus into the 

air and the gathering together of the saints to Him and their consequent ascent to 

heaven. 

 Thus, instead of speaking of a departure of men from the true Faith, Paul is referring to 

the departure of the saints to heaven.  The departure of the Church must occur before the day of 

the Lord sets in and the identity of the man of lawlessness is revealed. 

 His translation of the Greek reads: 

II Thessalonians 2:3 Wuest’s Expanded Translation of the Greek New Testament   

Do not begin to allow anyone to lead you astray in any way, because that day shall not come 

except the aforementioned departure [of the Church to heaven] comes first and the man of 

lawlessness is disclosed [in his true identity], the son of perdition. 

 Wuest comments:   

The fatal mistake the translators made was in failing to take into consideration the 

definite article before the word apostasia which appears in the Greek text of 
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Eberhard Nestle, in that of his son, Erwin Nestle, and in that of Westcott and 

Hort.  

 A.T. Robertson in his monumental work, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the 

Light of Historical Research, asserts that the translators of the A.V., under the influence of the 

Vulgate, dealt with the Greek article in a loose and inaccurate way (p. 756).    It is vital to look at 

the matter in hand from the Greek angle and find a reason for the use of the article in any given 

instance. (Wuest 1994)  

 Let’s read the previous context. 

II Thessalonians 2:1-4 Wuest 

Now, I am requesting you, brethren, with regard to the coming and personal presence of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, even our being assembled together to Him, not soon to become unsettled, the 

source of this unsettled state being your minds, neither be thrown into confusion, either by a 

spirit, or through a word as from us or through a letter falsely alleged to be written by us, to the 

effect that the day of the Lord has come and is now present. Do not begin to allow anyone to lead 

you astray in any way, because that day shall not come except the aforementioned departure 

comes first and the man of the lawlessness is disclosed, the son of perdition, he who sets himself 

in opposition to and exalts himself above everyone and everything that is called a god or that is 

an object of worship, so that he seats himself in the inner sanctuary of God, proclaiming himself 

to be deity.  

 “The departure” previously mentioned in the context is, “the coming and personal 

presence of our Lord Jesus Christ, even our being assembled together to Him”.  In light of this he 

instructed the saints not to be disturbed by those who were saying that the Day of the Lord had 

set in because it cannot occur until after the Church departs with their lord into the heavenlies. 

 The Aramaic translation agrees with the Greek. 

II Thessalonians 2:3 Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament 

Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because [it will not come] except an escape should 

come first and the man of sin be revealed, the son of destruction, 

 The context of II Thessalonians 2:1-3 assures the saints that they will not go through the 

judgment of the ungodly when it occurs in the Day of the Lord.  The apostle Paul instructed the 

saints not to be disturbed, nor deceived by anyone who said that the Day of the Lord was then 

present.  The saints of the church, which is the body of Christ, will escape the coming judgment 

of the Day of the Lord.  Their escape or departure will be the closing event to the Administration 

of the Grace of God. 

 What comfort would it be to know that the church’s apostasy from God would come 

before the Day of the Lord?   This is especially puzzling when the book of Revelation reveals 

that 144,000 Israelites will be sealed before the judgments begin to unfold; they will be faithful 
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as well as other Israelites and a great multitude of Gentiles will be willing to give their lives 

instead of take the mark of the beast.  This certainly will require more commitment than we see 

displayed today. 

 It is comforting to know that the Lord will return for the church of the grace of God and 

remove it from the earth before the events concerning the Day of the Lord unfold.  

 The lord’s coming for his church is revealed in I Thessalonians 4. 

I Thessalonians 4:15-17 AV 

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 

coming of the Lord shall not prevent [Old English for “precede”] them which are asleep.  For the 

Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 

the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  Then we which are alive and remain 

shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 

ever be with the Lord.  

 The Lord will descend from the heavenlies and gather the members of his body together 

(both the living and those who have died) to meet him in the air and then depart with him into the 

heavenlies. 

 Both the dead in Christ and the living of the church will be caught up in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air and return with him into the heavenlies.   

 This is the “word of the Lord” and he gave this revelation for our comfort.  

 The Church will escape the judgment of the Lord’s Day, which will begin to unfold on 

the earth after their departure.   

 I Thessalonians 5:1 and following describes the Day of the Lord.  It distinguishes 

between the ungodly and the saints.  

I Thessalonians 5:1-11 AV 

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.  For yourselves 

know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.  For when they shall 

say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with 

child; and they shall not escape.  But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should 

overtake you as a thief.  Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of 

the night, nor of darkness.  Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.  

For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.  But let 

us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 

the hope of salvation.  For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our 

Lord Jesus Christ,  Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with 

him.  Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 
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 The revelation begins with the contrasting conjunction “but” which distinguishes the 

previous event when the Church is caught up to meet the lord in the air with the events that 

pertain to the Day of the Lord, which will follow on the earth. 

 The “brethren” that the apostle Paul is addressing are the members of the church, which 

is the body of Christ.  They have no need to know of signs and seasons because they do not 

involve the Church.  The Church will not be on earth when the signs and seasons concerning the 

Day of the Lord begin to unfold.  

 Notice the pronouns used in this section of scripture: “they” and “them”, “we”, and “ye”.   

“We” are “the brethren”, God’s children, “the children of light and the children of the day”, 

spoken of in the previous chapter and here in the context, which will meet the lord in the air and 

be snatched out of harm’s way before the terrible Day of the Lord breaks forth on the earth.  

 “They” and “them” refer to the ungodly, “those of the night”, who have rejected Christ 

and the salvation that only he can bring from this day of God’s judgment and wrath.  

 The verses in I Thessalonians 5: 1-11 contrast two groups of people: “the children of light 

and the children of the day” with “those who are of the night . . . of darkness”.  This 

distinguishes between two different categories of people.   

 “The children of light” are those of the Church, which is the body of Christ and which 

belongs to the Administration of the Grace of God.  They are “in Christ”.  Their end was spoken 

of in the previous chapter; an end of deliverance and comfort at Christ’s coming for them in the 

air.   

 The latter group, those “of the night  . . . and of darkness”, are those who are headed into 

the Day of the Lord, which includes the wrath of God. 

 The contrast in these verses is between light and darkness, between wrath and salvation 

from that wrath.  The “children of light and the children of the day” are not in darkness, nor are 

they appointed to “the wrath of God”.  

 They have already been judged as the righteousness of God in Christ [See II Corinthians 

5:21] and they have been legally justified from sin by the work of Christ [Romans 5:2, 9 and 

6:7].  There is no more condemnation, no more judicial judgment concerning those in Christ 

Jesus [Romans 8:1, 30-39].  They will never again come into condemnation. 

 Every individual chooses which group he will be in by either believing the revelation or 

rejecting it out of hand.  If God had His way all would be saved and come to the knowledge of 

the truth, but, not all choose to believe His Word.  

 The entire period of the Administration of the Grace of God was a mystery hid in God 

from its beginning on the Feast of Pentecost following Jesus Christ’s resurrection and ascension 
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into the heavenlies, to its end at the gathering together of the saints to meet the Lord in the air.  

Therefore, we cannot learn about it in the Four Gospel records, nor in the Old Testament.  The 

records in the Old Testament and Gospels concern Christ’s coming to the earth.  

 The Church epistles – the books of Romans to II Thessalonians – reveal the doctrine for 

the Administration of the Grace of God.  It begins in grace and ends when it is received up in 

glory. 

 “The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together unto Him” is “the 

departure”.  It is to be, “caught up together [the living and the dead of the church] in the clouds 

to meet the Lord in the air”.  I Timothy 3:16 says that we will be “received up into glory”.  

 After the Church is removed from the earth, an administration of judgment will begin to 

unfold.   

 Both I and II Thessalonians distinguish between Christ’s coming for the church, which 

occurs in the air when the lord gathers them together and they depart with him into the 

heavenlies, with the Day of the Lord which will afterwards unfold on the earth. 

 The ungodly shall not escape the Day of the Lord, but it will not overtake the saints of the 

church.  The saints are not appointed to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our lord Jesus Christ.  

 Returning to II Thessalonians chapter one, verses 6-10 contrast the lord’s coming for the 

church with his coming to the earth in judgment of the ungodly.  This remoter context helps 

clarify the subject even further. 

II Thessalonians 1:6-10 RV 

If so be that it is a righteous thing with God to recompense affliction to them that afflict you,   

And to you that are afflicted rest with us, [when?] at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from 

heaven with the angels of his power In flaming fire, rendering vengeance to them that know not 

God, and to them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus:  Who shall suffer punishment, even 

eternal destruction from the face of the Lord and from the glory of his might, When [after] he 

shall [have] come to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at in all them that believed 

(because our testimony unto you was believed) in that day. 

 These verses refer to both parts of the Lord’s Parousia.  The Lord Jesus will have already 

gathered his church into the heavenlies and brought them rest before his revelation to the world 

when he appears with his mighty angels to execute judgment against the ungodly.   

 The word “vengeance” in verse eight means, “execution of justice”.  The lord Jesus’ 

execution of justice will be rendered to the Gentiles who do not know God and to the Israelites 

who do not obey the gospel . . . after the lord shall have come to be glorified in his saints and 

admired in all who believe regarding him. 
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 The words, “when he shall come”, in verse 10, are hotan elthe from the adverb hotan and 

the second aorist subjunctive of the verb, “to come”. The Interlinear Greek-English New 

Testament translates it, “when he shall have come”. The Aramaic-English Interlinear New 

Testament translates it, “after he comes”. The period of the Lord’s execution of justice on earth 

will not begin until after the lord has come to be glorified in his saints. 

 When the lord comes to the earth in judgment, he shall already have come forth in the air 

to take the members of his body to their rest in the heavenlies.  When he comes to judge the 

ungodly of the earth with everlasting destruction from his presence and glory, he shall already 

have come to be glorified in his saints.  

 The Day of the Lord cannot take place before the departure of the Church from the earth.  

The departure is the final, concluding event in the present Administration of the Grace of God.   

 Sometime after the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together unto him 

in the air, the man of sin will be revealed on earth.  He will exalt himself above God and take his 

seat in the Temple setting himself forth as the mighty one.     

 After the church departs from the earth, his time will have come – though short-lived it 

will be. 

 II Thessalonians was written to reassure the saints of the Lord’s coming and their 

gathering together unto him.  The purpose of his coming for the church is to save it, to redeem 

his purchased possession and to deliver it from the coming judgment of the ungodly.   

 The saints of the church of the grace of God will not go through the day of the lord’s 

judgment with the ungodly of the earth.  The saints have already been judged in Christ as 

righteous and we will never again come into condemnation.   

Romans 5:2 AV 

By Whom [the lord Jesus Christ] also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, 

and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

 How is the church to view the coming of Christ for it?  We are to “rejoice in hope of the 

glory of God”.  What began in grace will end in glory for the saints of the church.  

Colossians 1:27 AV 

To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 

Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

 What are the glorious riches of the Mystery pertaining to the Gentiles?  It is “Christ in 

you, the hope of glory”!  When our lord returns for us, we will be glorified together with him.  

We will obtain the glory of our lord Jesus Christ. 
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“I TOLD YOU THESE THINGS” 

II Thessalonians 2:1-4 ERV  

Now we beseech you, brethren, touching the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering 

together unto him;  to the end that ye be not quickly shaken from your mind, nor yet be troubled, 

either by spirit, or by word, or by epistle as from us, as that the day of  the Lord is now present;  

let no man beguile you in any wise: for it will not be, except the falling away come first, and that 

man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition, He that opposeth and exalteth himself against all 

that is called God or that is worshipped; so that he sitteth in the temple of God, setting himself 

forth as God. 

 Immediately following these verses, the apostle Paul asked the saints a question that has 

an important bearing on our understanding of the subject. 

II Thessalonians 2: 5 AV  

Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

 The saints in Thessalonica were well aware of the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and 

our gathering together unto him; the departure, when we are caught up in the clouds to meet the 

lord in the air and return with him into the heavenlies. 

 What do we know that the apostle Paul previously told them?  What he said is recorded 

in I Thessalonians 1:9-10; 2:19; 3:13, 4:13-18; 5:1-11.  The scriptures in II Thessalonians 1:7-10, 

12; 2:1ff; 2:13-17 and 3:5 cannot contradict those of I Thessalonians.  Please take the time to 

look them up.  Both books refer to the Lord’s coming, both his coming for the church to gather 

them together to meet the lord in the air and his coming to the earth in the Day of the Lord.    

 It is inconceivable to think that when the apostle was with them he said something 

different from the “word of the Lord” that he wrote to them.  The very reason he wrote to them 

in II Thessalonians was to remind them of what he said.  The one cannot contradict the other.  

Immediately after he gives them the revelation, the apostle reminds them that he previously told 

them these things when he was with them.  His letter confirmed what he previously said in 

person.   

 The revelation of the Lord’s coming for the church is one of great comfort.  I 

Thessalonians 4:18 says, “Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”  “Wherefore 

comfort yourselves together  . . .” is God’s instruction to the church in I Thessalonians 5:11.   

 “Salvation”, “redemption”, “glory”, “rest” and “comfort” are the words used in the New 

Testament to describe Christ Jesus’ coming for the church.   

 The church was called, “to the obtaining of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ”, not to 

undergo judgment with the ungodly of the world.  The church was called, “to obtain salvation by 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
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with Him”.  Today we have God’s promise of salvation; when he comes for his body, the church, 

we will receive the reality itself. 

 In I Thessalonians 4:15, Christ’s coming for the Church of the Grace of God is called, 

“the coming of the Lord” and in 4:17, it refers to it as “caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air”.  

 II Thessalonians 2:1 refers to it as, “. . . the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our 

gathering together unto Him.”  This is “the departure” mentioned in 2:3.  

 The revelation of the coming of the lord Jesus Christ for the church is given as 

expressively as possible with words that make it unmistakably clear.  God does not want us 

ignorant of our hope.  

 The Day of the Lord is not his coming for the members of his body, the Church.  The 

Day of the Lord is a time of judgment on the earth.  It will begin to unfold after God sends His 

Son on the Day of Redemption to redeem the members of the church from the grave and from 

this evil world.  

 The Word of God instructs us that the Day of the Lord will not overtake the Church as a 

thief because, “God hath not appointed us to wrath but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him” (I 

Thessalonians 5:1-11); “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved 

from wrath through him.” (Romans 5:9 AV); “And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 

raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.” (1Thessalonians 

1:10 AV) 

 II Thessalonians 1:10 assures the saints that the judgment of the world spoken of in 1: 7 

and 8 will not come until “after he shall have come to be glorified in His saints”. 

 The very purpose of the lord Jesus Christ’s coming to gather the church of the grace of 

God together (both the living and the dead) into the heavenlies is to save it, to redeem it, to 

remove it from the earth before the coming period of judgment breaks forth on the earth in the 

Day of the Lord.  He comes to be glorified in the church and to glorify it with him in the 

heavenlies.  

 What comfort is there for the Church if it will go through the Day of the Lord, which 

includes the time of Jacob’s trouble, the wrath of God and the judgment of the ungodly?  How 

can the church be saved from these events and still go through them, as some say?  That makes 

no sense whatsoever.  

 There is nothing mentioned of looking for a “falling away”, which was more recently 

termed “an apostasy” in some versions or as some contemporary versions say, “a rebellion” of 

the church.  This is not the biblical definition of the word.  Nothing in the Church Epistles 
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suggests an apostasy or rebellion of the saints in the Church Epistles as a sign of the coming of 

the lord for his church.  

 There has always been apostasy or unbelief.  Where do you want to begin; with Adam in 

the garden, in the times of Noah, Nimrod and the Babylonians, Moses’ day in the wilderness of 

Sin, during the times of Israel’s judges or later with their kings, during the lord Jesus Christ’s 

earthly ministry (they killed him)?  In the first century, we read that all Asia turned away from 

the apostle Paul and the Word of God that he taught them before he was imprisoned and 

executed.  

 If there was such a great apostasy in the Church, who would be left to recognize it as a 

sign? 

 This verse is also not speaking of apostasy caused by the man of sin.  It says, “. . . except 

there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition”.  The 

falling away – the departure –comes first and then the man of sin is revealed.  It does not say he 

is the source of this falling away or departure.  

 What does God’s Word instruct the church to look for in the Administration of the Grace 

of God?  

Philippians 3:20 AV 

For our conversation [citizenship] is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 

Lord Jesus Christ:  

 The Word of God instructs the saints to look for the Lord Jesus Christ – not for apostasy.  

We are to look for the object of our hope – the coming of the Lord Jesus from heaven.  God’s 

Word does not instruct us to look for signs or seasons that will announce Christ’s coming for the 

Church of the Grace of God – there are none given in the Church Epistles; the books of Romans 

through the books of II Thessalonians. 

 We are to live in anticipation of the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together unto him.  When he returns for us we will receive the glorious fulfillment of our 

salvation.  He could come for us at any time; it could even be today.  

 The Church in the Administration of the Grace of God is not associated with the Day of 

the Lord.  

 The Day of the Lord is the object of Old Testament prophecy and it concerns Jews and 

Gentiles, not the Church of the Grace of God.  The Old Testament, including the Four Gospels, 

declares the Day of the Lord and the signs and seasons that will precede it.  “The Lord’s Day” is 

the subject of the book of Revelation.    



15 
 

 The Church Epistles mention the “Day of the Lord” twice, once in I Thessalonians 2:2 

and once in II Thessalonians 5:2.  The context in both instances assures us that the church will 

not be a part of it.  God appointed the church to obtain salvation and we are not to be deceived by 

anyone who tells us that we will go through the Day of the Lord. 

“AND NOW YOU KNOW. . . ” 

II Thessalonians 2:3-8 AV  

3 Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away [he apostasia: the departure] first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;   

4 Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that 

he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.   

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?   

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time.   

7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be 

taken out of the way. 

8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 

mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 

 Verse 6 says, “And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his 

time.”  What did he tell them in verse 3, that was withholding the man of sin?  He said,   “ . . . 

except there come he apostasia first  . . . ”  The man of sin cannot be revealed until the departure 

first occurs.  After the departure of the church occurs, “his time” will have come. 

 We cannot mix events in the Administration of the Grace of God with the events that will 

occur in the Administration of the Lord’s Day if we are to understand the sunteleia – the times of 

the end.  The Lord’s Day cannot begin until the Administration of the Grace of God concludes 

with our gathering together unto the lord in the air.  

 In verse 6, what is “what withholdeth” and in verse 7, who is “he who now letteth”?   

“What withholdeth” and “he who now letteth” are from the same Greek word, katecho.  The 

word means, “to hold fast or restrain”.   They are both present participles, the first is neuter and 

the second is masculine.   

 Verses six and seven read, “And now ye know that which restrains that he might be 

revealed in his time.  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work:  only he who now restrains, 

restrains until he be taken out of the midst.” 
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 “Until he be taken out of the midst” in verse 7 corresponds with “the departure” in verse 

3 and “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto Him” in verse 

one.  

 Once the saints, who have the spirit of sonship, the seed of the holy spirit, are “taken out 

of the way [the midst]” by their Lord, nothing will be left to restrain the revealing of the man of 

sin and the working of the mystery of iniquity.  

 “And then shall that Wicked be revealed  . . . .”  His time will have come, but it will not 

last; “. . . whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the 

brightness of his coming.” 

II Thessalonians 2:8-12 AV 

And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his 

mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: Even him, whose coming is after the 

working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of 

unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they 

might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe 

a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in 

unrighteousness. 

 The lord’s coming spoken of here is the one in which he consumes the wicked one.  This 

coming is in the Lord’s Day spoken of in the book of Revelation 19:11-21.  The Lord will come 

in that day in righteousness to judge and make war with him and his followers.  He will come as 

King of kings and Lord of lords!  He will fulfill the words in his prayer; “…Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 


