
Blessed With All Spiritual Blessings 

 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 

in heavenly places in Christ:” (Ephesians 1:3 Authorized Version) 

 

In the opening verses of Ephesians, God gives us breath-taking revelation.  Ephesians 1:2 

says, “…from God our Father”… and verse 3 tells us that He is “…the God and Father of our 

lord Jesus Christ”.  God fathered us both!  We are both members of God’s household.  We have 

an extremely privileged position, do we not? 

 God being Christ’s Father is unmistakable in Scripture.  Christ is called the Son of God 

50 times in the Four Gospels.  Moreover, on several occasions, God Himself said, “This is my 

beloved son, in whom I am well pleased.”  Nothing could ever undo the reality of their 

relationship and, likewise, nothing could ever undo the reality that God is our Father.   

Christ is the Son of God.  We are God’s sons as well.  As we are about to see, this is the 

first of many things that we now share in common with Christ Jesus our lord as a result of his 

achievements.  Think of the privileged status we now have as God’s children.  By the grace of 

God, He is our Father and we are of His household. 
 

“Blessed be [“be” is italicized to indicate that it was added by the translators] the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:” 

(Ephesians 1:3 AV) 

 

It is so easy to read right over this verse and never give it a second thought.  “Blessed ... 

the God and Father our Lord Jesus Christ, Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the 

heavenly places in Christ”.  Twenty-two words in English.  Yet these words contain truth that is 

exceeding, abundantly above all that any being –earthly or heavenly-- could ever ask or think.  

They express the Father’s eternal desires and purposes.  The truths in this verse unlock the entire 

epistle to us. 

After the salutation the first thing we are told is, “Blessed ... the God, and Father of our 

lord Jesus Christ”.  This is the usage of the figure of speech, Benedictio or Blessing.  It is an 

expression of feeling by way of benediction or blessing.  It means both the act of blessing and 

the blessing itself.  The usage of this figure intensifies the feeling of the blessing before us and 

makes it even more emphatic.  Ephesians opens with a benediction or blessing. 

 Another figure of speech is employed here to further arrest our attention called 

Polyptoton, which is the repetition of the same part of speech in different inflections.  The figure 

emphasizes the words blessed, blessed and blessings.   

If that were not enough, God uses a third figure; Anaphora, which is a repetition in which 

successive phrases, clauses or sentences begin with the same word.    

Why is God blessed or as the Authorized Version reads, “Blessed be God...”  The answer 

embraces the purpose of the ages that He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.     

Consider both the quantity and the sphere of the blessing with which He has blessed His 

saints in Christ.  He has blessed us with every blessing that is spiritual in the heavenly realm in 

Christ.  Think of the sheer magnitude of what this is saying.  Every spiritual blessing in the 

heavenlies is ours – not some, not a goodly number of them -- EVERY.   

 



“ And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us–ward who believe, according to the working of 

his mighty power,  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places,” (Ephesians 1:19-20 AV) 

 

God exerted the “exceeding greatness of His power” to make this a reality for His Son.  It 

took the omnipotent power of Almighty God to accomplish this.   
 

“And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us–ward who believe, according to the working of 
his mighty power,  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 

right hand in the heavenly places,  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and 

every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that  
which is to come:  And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to 

the church,  Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1:19-23 Authorized 

Version) 

 

It took the vast power that God wrought in Christ when He raised him from the dead and 

set him at His own right hand in the heavenlies; the power it took Him to give Christ the 

authority far above all principality, power, might and dominion and every name that is named, 

not only today, but in the ages to come, to accomplish this.   

It took God’s power to put all things under Christ’s feet and by it gave him the head over 

all to the church, which is his body.   

 
“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And 

hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” (Eph 2:5-6 AV) 

 

Our Father exerted the same great power to quicken us together with Christ, raise us up 

together and make us sit together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. 

This is the exceeding greatness of His power that He exerted to make the reality of “every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” available to us.   

    
“That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us 

through Christ Jesus.”  (Ephesians 2:7 AV) 
 

These blessings not only have an effect on us today, but throughout eternity.  It will take 

the Father “the ages to come”--all of eternity-- to completely demonstrate the exceeding riches of 

His grace in kindness to us.   

What we know of eternity is like comparing a raindrop to the water in all the oceans of 

the earth.  We do not know an iota of “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies” that our Father 

has conceived for us in Christ.     
 

“Now to Him who, in exercise of His power that is at work within us, is able to do infinitely beyond all 
our highest prayers or thoughts—” (Ephesians 3:20 Weymouth) 

 

God, in the exercise of His power is able to do infinitely beyond all that we could ever 

ask or think.  He exerted this power in Christ.  This power is at work in us and this is the power 

He exerted to bless us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm in Christ.   



Concerning the element of time these blessings embrace eternity, concerning quantity 

they exhaust “every”, and concerning the kind of blessings, they are “spiritual”.  Our Father has 

blessed us in the realm in which He lives, moves and has His being, “the heavenlies”.   

God has exerted His infinite power to bless us with every possible spiritual blessing in 

the realm in which He dwells and our Father has given them to us in Christ by His grace.   

When did He bless us?  “...Before the foundation of the world”.   

Why has He blessed us?  “...For his great love with which he loved us” and it was 

“...According to the good pleasure of His will”.    

It does not say here that God blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies due 

to our work, but it is “in Christ” that we are beneficiaries of his accomplishments.    

It says in 1:22 and 23 that God, “...hath put all things under His (Christ’s) feet: and gave 

Him (Christ) to be the Head over all things to the church, which is His (Christ’s) body, the 

fullness of Him That filleth all in all.”   

Each and every member of the Church, which is the body of Christ, is filled with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenlies.  It is all of them in all of the members of his body.   

God incorporated every believer of the Church into the body of Christ.  God, our Father, 

saw to it that none of the members of the body of Christ is deficient in a single one of these 

spiritual blessings in the heavenly realm.  It is all of them in all of us – and that forever.  These 

riches of God’s grace are ours in Christ. 

 

God’s Perspective 

 

The book of Ephesians does not begin with man and his need for a savior, as does the 

book of Romans.  Ephesians reveals God’s knowledge concerning Christ and the Church to us.  

It speaks of spiritual realities in the heavenlies.  It concerns the purpose of the ages that God 

purposed in Christ Jesus.   

The book of Romans deals with how God legally justified man from sin by what Jesus 

Christ accomplished in his death and resurrection.  The result of the justification from sin is legal 

acquittal and the removal of the condemnation of sin.   

In Christ, we are the righteousness of God in Christ.  In Christ, we stand in the presence 

of God without any sense of sin, guilt or condemnation.  Christ gave us the introduction to the 

Father. 

The book of Ephesians goes beyond the legal justification from sin for man.  It teaches us 

of Christ’s accomplishments in his resurrection, ascension and seating in the heavenlies and that 

we share with him in these accomplishments.   

It reveals to us how God our Father, created us in Christ Jesus as a new man who shares 

in His nature as holy.  The revelation here declares what God did in Christ so that we could be 

His dwelling place. 

The Father reveals it to those who are saints or holy ones, His children, not those who are 

dead in sin.   

 

The standard or criterion we are given as to why God desired to do this is that                  

He purposed it, He desired to do it.  It was His good pleasure to do it.  There is no other reason 

for us to have these apart from the will of God Himself. 

 After his resurrection out from among the dead, Christ, “...expounded unto them, in all 

the scriptures, the things concerning himself.”  “They said one to another, Did not our heart burn 



within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?”  He 

opened the scriptures to them concerning who he was.   

Here, in Ephesians, God is opening His eternal purposes to us concerning Christ.  He is 

revealing the mystery of His will, which He never before disclosed to man or angel.  How 

thankful we should be for the exceeding riches of His grace that he is unfolding to us here.   

God’s Word should burn in our hearts, the same as those who heard Christ that day on the 

road to Emmaus.  Our hearts should burn within us as our Father speaks to us of the glorious 

realities that are ours in Christ Jesus our lord He wants us to understand His desires, His 

purposes, and His will.  He is revealing this Divine knowledge to us so that we can know His 

eternal purpose concerning Christ and the Church.  Read the prayer as given in 1:16ff. 

 
 “That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and 

revelation in the knowledge of him:  The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know 

what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,  And what 

is the exceeding greatness of his power to us–ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty 
power,  Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand 

in the heavenly places,  Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name 

that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:  And hath put all things under his 
feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,  Which is his body, the fulness of him that 

filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1:17-23 AV) 

 

The God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, wants us to have spiritual wisdom 

and revelation knowledge so that we can see from His Divine perspective.   

He allows us to see from His point of view.  He wants us to know the hope of His calling, 

the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and the exceeding greatness of His power 

to us-ward who believe.   

Our Father is allowing us to see and understand realities that were inconceivable to us 

until He determined to reveal them.  He is allowing us to look through His eyes and see His 

eternal purposes in Christ.   

These subjects embrace the substance of every blessing that is spiritual in the heavenlies, 

which are ours in Christ.  God, our Father, is allowing us to perceive spiritual realities that 

concern His purposes and desires for eternity.   

Can you see why God is blessed?  From God’s perspective, Christ has accomplished all 

that God purposed and desired for His saints. 

In the first fourteen verses of Ephesians God reveals His purposes in Christ to us.  He 

states what He has accomplished in Christ five times and it is followed by the words, “according 

to” in each instance, which indicates the standard.  Four times He elaborates on His purpose.   

 

Verse 3: Blessing:  Blessed us with every blessing that is spiritual in the heavenlies in 

Christ   

Verse 4: Standard:  “According as He hath chosen us in Christ...” 

Verse 4:  Purpose:  That we should be holy and without blame before Him 

 

Verse 5: Blessing: In love, He marked us out beforehand unto sonship by Jesus Christ  

Verses 5 and 6:  Standard:  “According to the good pleasure of His will” 

Verse 6:  Purpose:  To the praise of His glorious grace 

   



 

Verse 7: Blessing:  In Christ, we have redemption and the forgiveness of sins 

Verse7:  Standard:  “According to the riches of His grace”    

 

 

Verses 8 and 9:  Blessing:  God gives us the wisdom of the Mystery of His will  

Verses 9 and 10:  Standard:  “According to the good pleasure which He hath purposed in 

Himself” 

Verse 10:  Purpose:  “That in the administration of the fullness of times He might gather 

together in one all things in Christ...” 

 

Verse 11:  Blessing:  In Christ we have obtained an inheritance 

Verses 11-14 Standard:  “According to the purpose of Him Who worketh all things after 

the counsel of His own will” 

Verse 12:  Purpose:  “That we should be to the praise of His glory...” 

 

 

Holy and Without Blame before Him         

“According as he hath chosen us in him [Christ] before the foundation of the world, that we should be 

holy and without blame before him in love:” (Ephesians 1:4 AV) 

     

It is “in Christ” that we are chosen and presented holy and without blame before God, our 

Heavenly Father.   

What works could you or I have done that could have made us holy before God?  God is 

Holy.  Purity and wholeness are closely associated with holy.  Holy is the opposite of unclean.  

To be holy is to be separated or sanctified ones as belonging to God.   

Men can be many things by their own merit, but to become holy is not one of them.  

What degree could we earn or what merit of service could we perform that would entitle us to 

such favor?  It is absurd to even consider such a proposition.    

 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That 

he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it 

to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 

holy and without blemish.”  (Ephesians 5:25-27 AV) 

 

Christ sanctified and cleansed the church.  He presented the whole Church, “a glorious 

Church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without 

blemish.”  Christ gave himself for the Church to accomplish these realities.   

It took the power of God to raise Christ out from among the dead and seat him at His own 

right hand in the heavenlies to present us holy and without blemish.   

Only that which is holy is allowed in the presence of God.  Christ brought us into the 

intimacy of our Father’s presence as holy and without blemish or blame. 

Ephesians concerns a completely different realm -- the heavenlies.  It  reveals that we are 

God’s workmanship, created us in Christ Jesus.   

He made us holy so that He can dwell in us and we can be His children.  He has sealed us 

with His holy spirit.   



He made us sit together with Christ in the heavenlies.  He made us His household.  He is 

building us together as His Holy Temple, for His habitation through the spirit.   

Ephesians reveals the hope of His calling, the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 

saints, and the exceeding greatness of His power to us who believe.  It concerns the revelation of 

what God had before kept a mystery or secret.  It unfolds God’s eternal purpose in Christ Jesus.  

It concerns saints who form the body of Christ, which is the Church.  It deals with them 

collectively as a group. 

 
“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  And 

hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” (Ephesians 2:5-6 
AV) 

  

 “In Christ” the Father quickened [made alive] these saints together with Christ, He raised 

them together with Christ and He made them sit down together with Christ in the heavenlies.  In 

Colossians 3:4, we learn that they will be glorified together with him when he appears.  The 

word “together” is sun in the Greek and denotes union.   

These saints are holy ones, sanctified ones, those set apart by the holy spirit.  The saints 

are holy and without blame in the presence of their Father.  He has blessed them with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm in Christ.   

He made us partakers of His Divine nature -- holy.  God is Holy and He has created us in 

His image.  His children are holy because He has sealed us with His seed of the holy spirit.   

We now stand in an intimate family relationship with Almighty God.  God is our Father 

and we are His children.  We are now of the household of God.   

Our Father has not withheld a single spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm from us.  In 

Christ, it is all of them in all of the members of his body, the Church.   

God never intended to found a new religion or denomination.  God desired to have a 

family.  The Church in Christ is the way of the Father with His Family.   

Our Father describes how He feels about us with expressions like, “But God, Who is rich 

in mercy, for His great love wherewith He loved us” and “the exceeding riches of His grace in 

kindness toward us” and “according to the good pleasure of His will” and He calls us His 

beloved.   

He chose us.  It was His idea to bring us into the intimacy of His presence so that we 

could be near Him.  He is the One who desired that we could have access to Him and He assures 

us that we can speak freely with Him with boldness and confidence.   

He is the one who was motivated by “His great love” to have children.  He determined to 

have this family and make us a part of His household.  God, our Father desired to have this 

loving relationship with His children. 

 

Without Blame 

 

In Ephesians 1:4 it says we are holy and without blame before God.  The words translated 

“without blame” are used in Colossians 1, also. 
 
“And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 

reconciled in the body of his flesh [Christ] through death, to present you holy and unblameable and 

unreproveable in his sight:” (Colossians 1:21-22 Authorized Version) 

 



 Christ reconciled us to God through his death in order to present us to the Father as 

“unblameable”.   The words “without blame” in Ephesians 1:4, are translated here as “unblameable” 

from the same Greek word.  The word means spotless, without stain or blemish.  The same word is 

used to describe the condition of the Lamb of God in I Peter 1:19. 

  
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain 

conversation received by tradition from your fathers;  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 

without blemish and without spot:” (1 Peter 1:18-19 Authorized Version) 

 

  God uses the same Greek word, amomos, translated here “without blemish” to describe the 

Lamb of God as He used to describe those whom the Lamb would redeem.  Those “in Christ” are as 

“without blemish”, “without blame” or “unblameable” as was the Lamb of God who was given for 

them, as a result of his work.   

It would be inconceivable to consider such a proposition if it were not for the fact that God is 

the One who is the author of this revelation.  Literally, there is not even a scar to remind God of our 

previous unclean standing in sin.  

Look at the completeness and perfection that is ours in Christ Jesus our lord due to his 

accomplishments and it is all set to our account by the grace of God!  In Ephesians 1:4 God says it 

both positively and negatively, “holy and without blame”. 

 

Before Him 

    

 Where are we holy and without blame?  The position we have in Christ is before our Father; 

in His presence!  He chose us in Christ that we should be holy and without blame before Him.   

The words “before Him” are rendered as “in His sight”, in Colossians 1:22.  The word is 

katenopion, which means “directly in the sight of”.  The emphasis this word implies is more than 

locality.  It expresses “in the presence of”.  The saints are holy and without blame directly in the 

presence of their Father.   

When Christ Jesus ascended, where did he go?   

  
“Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the 

heavenly places,” (Ephesians 1:20 Authorized Version) 
 

 When Christ ascended, God set him at His own right hand in the heavenlies.  What position do 

we occupy? 
 

“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)  And 

hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus:” (Ephesians 2:5-6 
Authorized Version) 

 

What a privileged position we have “in Christ”.  Our Father reveals that He made us alive 

together with Christ and raised us up together with Christ and that He made us sit together in the 

heavenlies in Christ by the exceeding greatness of His power.   

When God says “... made us sit together” it is figure of speech, Heterosis, which is an 

exchange of one voice, mood, tense, person, number, degree, or gender, for another.  In this verse, it 

puts the past for what is yet future.   

God speaks of the saints as though these events have already taken place in the past, as if we 

had already been gathered together and seated in the heavenlies together with Christ.  This figure 

emphasizes the absolute certainty of these realities.   



Where does it say we are seated?  We are seated in the heavenlies, in the presence of our 

Father; directly in His sight, before Him, together with Christ. 

 
  “For our citizenship is in the heavens, whence also a Saviour we await—the Lord Jesus Christ” 

(Philippians 3:20 Young’s Literal Translation) 

 
“Hence, then––no longer, are ye strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow–citizens of the saints, and 

members of the household of God,––” (Ephesians 2:19 Rotherham) 

 

Our citizenship is in the heavenlies.  We are seated there together with Christ in the presence 

of our Father.  We have access to the Father by the holy spirit which He has sealed us with.   

We are now fellow-citizens of the heavenlies with Christ, and we are of the household of 

God as members of the body of Christ.   

All that God did in Christ was in order to prepare us, to equip us to be able to live in His 

presence eternally.   

In Old Testament times, no mortal could see God and live, but by what Christ accomplished, 

the Word of God informs us that we are seated in His presence in the heavenlies with Christ.   

The time is drawing near that Christ will return for us and we will literally live there with him 

in glory.  We will actually live in the Father’s presence forever.   

 We are sojourners on this earth until our lord returns for us and we ascend into the heavenlies 

with him to live in our permanent home.  Until then we should live as God’s ambassadors on the 

earth.  

 

Unimpeachable 

 

Let us go back to the book of Colossians and consider another matter. 

 
“In the body of his [Christ’s] flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable 

in his sight:” (Colossians 1:22 AV) 

 

Colossians 1:22 also says we are “unreprovable in his sight”.  The word means, “Not 

accused; with nothing laid to one’s charge”.  Unimpeachable is the sense of the word.  After 

thorough judicial investigation, God states that “in Christ” we have been acquitted of all charges 

against us and that He will not entertain any further charges.  Case closed!    

 
 “Who shall impeach those whom God has chosen? God declares them free from guilt.  Who is there to 

condemn them? Christ Jesus died, or rather has risen to life again. He is also at the right hand of God, and is 

interceding for us.” (Romans 8:33-34 Weymouth) 

 

 “In Christ” we have been presented before the Father as holy, unblameable and 

unimpeachable.  He is not listening to anyone’s accusations concerning us.  Our redemption “in 

Christ” is so complete that we cannot even be impeached in the Father’s presence. 

 What man could have conceived such sublime spiritual realities as these, much less brought 

them to pass by his works?  These were the Father’s ideas and they were brought to pass by God our 

Father and His Son, the lord Jesus Christ.   

These realities are a result of the Father’s will.  Just think of how much He must love us to 

have gone to such great lengths to bring these realities to pass.  We are now holy, unblameable and 

unimpeachable before Him.  By the grace of God, not by works we have done, we are “in Christ” and 

we each and every one share fully in what he has achieved.  



  
“According as he made choice of us, in him, before the founding of a world, that we might be holy and 

blameless in his presence; in love, marking us out beforehand unto sonship, through Jesus Christ, for 

himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,” (Ephesians 1:4 and 5 Rotherham) 

 
 The words in verse 4, “made choice”, are proorizo in the Greek.  The word means to set the bounds 

before; to determine, decree or ordain beforehand.  From the time of Genesis 3:15, God planned that after 

Christ had come and completed the work of redemption, whoever would believe in the lord Jesus Christ would 

be placed as one of His children.   

He determined this beforehand--before it happened.  He set the bounds of how a man was to be placed 

as one of His children from the beginning.  A man hears and chooses to believe what God says concerning 

Christ and what he accomplished.  God then chooses him in Christ as He decreed He would do beforehand and 

He places him as one of His children.  

It was because of the Father’s great love that He marked us out beforehand unto sonship 

through or in Christ.  It was His good pleasure to do so.   
 

“To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.”  (Ephesians 
1:6 AV) 

 

God the Father did this to the praise of His glorious grace.  He “made us accepted in the 

beloved”, who is Christ.   
 

Beloved of the Lord 

 
“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord…”             

(2 Thessalonians 2:13 AV) 

 

We are called the “beloved of the Lord” the same as Christ.   

The Father does not dislike us, think ill of us or condemn us.  He loves us.  We are His 

beloved, the same as Christ.   

Our Father does not make a distinction between His love for Christ and His love for the 

Church.  His love for us goes beyond knowledge.  How much does He love us?  He gave His only 

begotten Son for us.   
   

“To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved [Christ].  In whom 

[Christ]we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace;” 

(Ephesians 1:6-7 AV) 

 

 Truly, our Father is to be praised for His glorious grace in making us accepted in Christ.  

“Accepted” is translated from the Greek echaritosen, from charitoo and literally means that He 

“engraced” us.   

The Berkeley Version translates it, “…for the praise of his glorious mercy with which He has 

graced us in union with the Beloved [Christ].”   

Every believer in Christ was “graced in union with the Beloved”.  There was no prejudice on 

God’s part or respect of persons.  He has graced us in union with the Beloved -- Christ!   

We are now God’s beloved children due to the work of the Father’s beloved Son.  All that we 

now are is in union with Christ!  

We have seen that what God our Father determined beforehand that He would do for His 

beloved saints, He has accomplished in Christ and He credited it to us by His grace.  All we did was 

to believe what He told us in His Word concerning His Son, the lord Jesus Christ.   



 

Redemption and Forgiveness 

 
“In whom [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of his grace;” (Ephesians 1:7 AV) 

 

In Christ, we have redemption and forgiveness of sins, the standard being “the riches of his 

grace”.  Ephesians 2:7 reveals that it will take Him eternity to demonstrate “the exceeding riches of 

His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus”.  Furthermore, all of this was the Father’s good 

pleasure to do for His beloved and such was His eternal purpose in Christ Jesus our lord.  We truly 

are the objects of His affection in Christ. 

 Here in verse seven it says we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins and again it is “in 

Christ”.  Jesus Christ accomplished this by giving his life as the Lamb of God.  The figure of speech, 

Metalepsis, which is a double or compound Metonymy, is used here.  Blood in this verse is put for 

Jesus Christ’s death and his death is put for the merits of the atonement made by it.   

Christ’s blood, given as the Lamb of God, secured our redemption and atonement for sin and 

it was this required sacrifice that accomplished our forgiveness of sins.1  

 If we are not forgiven in Christ as the Lamb of God, there is no forgiveness within our reach. 

Our forgiveness is only as good as Christ’s atonement for sin.   

If the Father accepted his work on the cross for the atonement of sin, then, our forgiveness is 

an accomplished reality.   

If his work to atone for sin is finished, then our release from sins reign over us is finished, 

too.  When the Lamb of God died, we died to sins reign over us.  He that is dead with Christ has been 

justified and freed from sin.2  In Christ, we are now dead to sin.      

  
“In whom [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 
of his grace;” (Ephesians 1:7 AV) 

 

Does it say that our sins are forgiven according to our confession of them, as we read of in 

the Four Gospels concerning John’s baptism of repentance for Israel, which occurred before Christ 

paid the price of salvation?  Not one Scripture in the Church Epistles, which are addressed to the 

Church of the Grace of God, says such.   

Our forgiveness is, “according to the riches of his grace;” and such riches of grace indeed!  

Forgiveness is ours through the redemption that is “in Christ”.   

When John carried out the baptism of repentance for Israel this was not yet available because 

Christ had not yet given his life as the sin offering.   

After Christ’s sacrifice as the sin offering and by God raising him from the dead, the payment 

for redemption and the forgiveness of sins became an accomplished reality.  Now redemption and 

forgiveness of sins is ours “according to the riches of his grace”.   

We confess Jesus, the humiliated one, the scandal of Israel, as our Lord and believe that God 

raised him out from the dead and we receive remission of our sin.  Our forgiveness is but another part 

of the all spiritual blessings with which all the members of the body of Christ, the Church, have been 

blessed.   

We have an advocate with the Father, Christ Jesus our lord.  
 Had the redemption and consequent forgiveness not been absolutely free, no one could have 
acquired it, for the cost to acquire it was beyond anyone’s reach.  The condemnation for sin was death.  

                                                
1See Colossians 1:14, 20; Hebrews 9:12; Hebrews 10:12-14 and 18; 1 Peter 1:18, 19. 
2 See Romans 3: 21-30; 5:21; 6:2, 6, 7, 9-11, 14, 18. 



Jesus Christ died in our place and God by His grace accounts that we died to sin with him.  Christ was the 

payment of our ransom from sin.  Our Father gave us this redemption “in Christ” and it was “according to 
the riches of His grace”.   

Redemption is now ours “in Christ”.  Here we see redemption through the price Christ paid by the 

giving of his life and by it we see the purchase of our release from sin.
3
  There are two more occurrences 

of redemption we need to note in Ephesians. 
 

“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also 

after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.” (Ephesians 

1:13-14 AV) 

 
  Here we read of “the redemption of the purchased possession”.  This indicates that because of the 

ransom Christ paid, he purchased a release for us from sin, death and this present evil world.  There is a 

time coming that we will enter and take possession of our inheritance just as Israel did when they were 

lead out of their slavery in Egypt and into the Promised Land.   
Their partaking of the Passover Lamb marked their redemption from captivity in Egypt and, in 

that night, God passed over them when He judged the idols of Egypt.  Over two and a half million 

Israelites marched out of their captivity without one feeble knee among them.  Forty years later they 
entered the land promised them for their inheritance.   

Today we are sealed with the holy spirit which is a down payment of the inheritance we have in 

Christ until the time he returns for us.  Christ is our Passover Lamb.  Christ purchased us by giving his 
life for ours.   

When Christ returns for us, we will be gathered together to return with him into the heavenlies to 

receive our inheritance.  In that day the redemption of the purchased possession will take place.  

 
“And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 

4:30 AV) 

 
 “The day of redemption” is the day that Christ will return to claim his purchased possession.  This 

is the day of his coming for his body, the Church; the day when we will be clothed with glorious bodies 

like his and return with him to the heavenlies which is the realm of our true citizenship.  Until then we are 

sealed with the holy spirit: the new-birth spirit. The treasure of our inheritance is all by the grace of God 
and it is ours “in Christ”.   

There are different aspects of redemption given in the Scriptures.  There is redemption “from” 

and redemption “unto”.  It is unmistakable that our complete redemption is “in Christ” and Christ alone.   
Christ was slain as our Passover Lamb.  The lamb they partook of under Moses foreshadowed the 

reality of the true Lamb of God, which was Christ.  We have partaken of the reality itself.  We are “in 

Christ”.  Christ is the true Passover Lamb and he secured far more than the ones they offered in the 
wilderness.    

It is “in Christ” that we have redemption from sin and death and this present evil world by the 

ransom payment of his life and the day is approaching that he will return for his purchased possession.   

He first came to pay the ransom for the penalty of our sin. Our release from the reign of sin and 
death cost Christ his life.   

When he comes the next time, on the day of redemption, Christ will redeem his purchased 

possession, the Church.  This redemption will be unto glory.  We will be rescued from the grave if it has 
overcome us and, if not, we will be delivered from this present evil world into the glorious liberty of the 

children of God.   

                                                
3 See: Romans 5:21; 6:6, 7, 11, 18 and 8:1--4. 



When the day of redemption arrives, Christ will come to claim those who he purchased with his 

life.  We will then return with him into the heavenlies to enjoy the riches of the glory of our inheritance. 
 Redemption came at a high price -- that of Jesus Christ’s life.  The value of a purchase is usually 

reflected in the price that one pays for it.  When we consider what our redemption cost the Father and our 

lord Jesus Christ, we should never have any doubt of their great love for us. God was motivated by His 

great love to redeem us.  It was His good pleasure to do it.  
Redemption was His idea, not man’s.  God desired to be a Father and to be surrounded by His 

family.  He desired it, purposed it, and planned for it and He brought it to pass.  The lord Jesus Christ 

came to do the will of God; to obey His Word and bring it to pass by laying down his life to accomplish 
it.   

Even when faced with depressing circumstances, we can be assured that “every jot and tittle” of 

the Word of God will be fulfilled.  The lord Jesus Christ said that the Word of God cannot be broken.  He 
is coming!   

The Father will send His Son to redeem His purchased possession.  Christ staked his very life on 

God’s Word.  He endured agonizing torture and even death on the cross because he believed that God 

would be faithful to His Word and raise him from the dead as He had promised him.   
God proved to be true to His Word as is attested by the resurrection of the lord Jesus Christ out 

from among the dead.  If Christ staked his very life on the reliability of the Word of God, we can too.  He 

is coming back to redeem us and we are sealed to this end.   
Nothing can undo God’s purposes in Christ and nothing can stop Him from accomplishing one 

single detail that He determined to achieve in Christ.    

 

The Mystery of His Will 

 

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 

grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:  That in the 

dispensation of the fullness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in 

heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:” (Eph 1:7-10 AV) 

 

   The translators of the Bible determined punctuation, capitalization and the marking of chapters and 

verses.  Chapters first appeared in 1250 A.D. and verses were first added in the Geneva Bible of 1560 A.D. and 

then in the King James translation of 1611.  

The use of these markings was not a part of the original God-breathed Word.  The placing of 

punctuation is determined by considering the words used in the context of the subject matter.   

The words, “Wherein he hath abounded toward us…” make more sense when they are taken with the 

words preceding them.    

The verse would then read, “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, 

according to the riches of his grace, wherein He hath abounded toward us.” 

 The word “abounded” is perisseuo, which means “over and above, more than enough”.  When the 

Father forgave our sins by the riches of His grace, it was exceeding abundant grace that was far beyond what 

any man deserved. He abounded the riches of His undeserved, Divine favor toward us.   

We should not have any question about our forgiveness in view of the Father’s lavish display of grace 

toward us in Christ.  

The words, “in all wisdom and prudence” make more sense when they are read with the words that 

follow them.  It would read, “In all wisdom and prudence having made known unto us the mystery of His 

will…”  Rotherham’s Bible makes these distinctions. 

 

“In whom we have the redemption through his blood, the remission of our offences, according to the riches of 

his favour, which he made to superabound towards us;  in all wisdom and prudence, making known to us the 

sacred secret of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in him,––” (Ephesians 1:7-9 

Rotherham) 



 

 It was the Father’s good pleasure; He was well pleased to reveal what was previously His 

secret purpose in Christ and to reveal the outcome of this mystery to us. 

 
“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:” (Ephesians 1:10 AV) 

 

 The word “that” is translated from eis and it means “unto”.  The purpose He had in mind 

regarding the mystery of His will was unto a dispensation or administration of the fullness of times 

when all things will be headed up in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are upon the earth.   

The Administration of the Fullness of Times will follow the current Administration of the 

Grace of God, the Administration of the Mystery.  

The goal that the Father has before His mind, that He has planned for and purposed 

concerning the mystery in Christ will reach its intended end in the fullness of times.  It begins when 

Christ returns for his body, the Church, the fullness of him and returns with it into the heavenlies.   

Ephesians 2:6 reveals to us that God, “…made us to sit with him in the heavenly places in 

Christ Jesus :”( Revised Version).  When Christ comes for the Church, we will be manifested with 

him in glory [Colossians 3:4].   

It is in this fullness of times that those who make up the body of Christ will actually sit 

together with him, at the right hand of God, before him, in the heavenlies.  In the Fullness of Times 

Administration, Christ will head up all things in heaven and earth.   

It will take the next administration and that of the Glory Administration that follows it for our 

Father to demonstrate the exceeding riches of His grace in kindness to us in Christ.  
 

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in 

heaven and earth is named,” (Ephesians 3:14-15 AV) 
 

The whole family of God including the principalities, powers, mights, dominions, angels, and 

the body of Christ in the heavenlies and Israel on the earth,  will be headed up by Christ in the 

fullness of times. 

 
“And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all 
things he might have the preeminence.  For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in him should all 

the fulness dwell;  and through him to reconcile all things unto himself, having made peace through the 

blood of his cross; through him, I say, whether things upon the earth, or things in the heavens.”  
(Colossians 1:18-20 ASV) 

 

 In the fullness of times, Christ will have reconciled all in heaven and earth unto him and will 

have brought the whole family of God under one head.  The goal that the Father had in mind when he 

purposed the mystery will come into fruition in the fullness of times administration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


