
Appendix 3 

 

WHO ARE YOU GOING TO BELIEVE? 

 

Have you ever been at the place in your life that you just did not know whom to 

believe?  There seem to be so many different viewpoints in the world concerning spiritual 

matters, how are we to determine which is the truth?  We need to consider the source of 

the information.  All the information concerning the spiritual realm comes from one of 

two sources according to what God reveals in His Word.   

 Matthew 4:4, we find the lord in a quite hostile situation: 
  

“And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens 

were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon 

him:  And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.  

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.  And when he 

had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungered.  And when the tempter 

came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.  But 

he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  (Matthew 3:16-4:4 AV) 

 

  Forty days earlier, at Jesus Christ’s baptism by John, God said, “This is my beloved 

Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  On the heels of God’s extraordinary confirmation that 

Jesus was undeniably the Son of God, the Tempter, who is the Devil, came to him and 

said, “If thou be the Son of God...”  “Did God really say that you are His beloved Son?  

If you are, then prove it.  Command that these stones be made bread.”   

Jesus Christ responded with, “It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  “It is written” is in the 

perfect tense, which indicates a completed action whose accomplishment remains.  We 

could say, “The word of God stands written”.  It not only was written, but the effect of 

the Word of God is still in force today.  This is where Jesus Christ took his stand with the 

Adversary.  

He was quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3.  He responded to the Tempter with the 

Word of God.  He said that man is to live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth 

of God.  If the Word comes out of the mouth of God, then God is the source of power 

behind it.  Moment by moment and day by day we are to live in light of the Word of God.  

The Word of God is as necessary to sustain us as physical food is. 
 

“Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,  And 

saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his 

angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 

dash thy foot against a stone.  Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the 

Lord thy God.”  (Matthew 4:5-7 AV) 

 

The tempter tried to turn the Word of God against the Son of God by misquoting 

it.  When this occurs, it no longer means what God says. 

The tempter tried to get Jesus Christ to commit suicide.  Again, Jesus Christ 

responded with, “It is written” and he quoted him the truth from Deuteronomy 6:16.  

     



The Devil is called by a number of different names in the Scripture, each 

revealing something of his character. 
 

“And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth 

the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”  

(Revelation 12:9 AV) 

 

“And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a 

thousand years, And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, 

that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after 

that he must be loosed a little season.”  (Revelation 20:2 and 3 AV) 

 

He is called the great dragon, the old serpent, the Devil or Satan in these verses.  

He is the deceiver and he deceives the whole world with his lies.  The serpent’s first 

recorded words are in Genesis 3.1
 

 

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made.  

And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  

And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden:  But of 

the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 

neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.  And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely 

die:” (Genesis 3:1-4 AV) 

 

Using the figure of speech, Hypocatastasis, which is the strongest figure of 

comparison and which implies resemblance, God calls him “the serpent” in Genesis 3:1.  

The word for “serpent” is nachash in the Hebrew, which means shining one.  It is used 

here to describe his ability to enchant and fascinate to the end of deceiving.   

Literally, the serpent of Genesis 3:1 was an angel of light, who was full of 

wisdom and perfect in beauty
2
.  He was not a snake, but an anointed cherub.  His own 

beauty corrupted him and He arrogantly perverted his wisdom.  It is easy to understand 

how such a glorious being as this could enchant and fascinate Eve with his deceitful 

wisdom and seduce her. 

It is particularly significant to note that the first recorded words out of the 

serpent’s mouth were, “Yea, hath God said...?”  In the very first record in which he 

appears, his objective was to persuade Eve to reject the Word of God.  He asks Eve a 

question, his aim being to undermine what God said and to introduce doubt concerning 

the Word of God so that she would reject it.  Look at II Corinthians 11:3: 
 

“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds 

should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”  (II Corinthians 11:3 AV) 

 

The apostle Paul was concerned that the believers in Christ would be deceived, as 

Eve was, by the serpent’s cunning false wisdom, resulting in their minds being corrupted 

                                                 
1
 A serpent has no vocal chords.  It is the usage of a figure of speech to emphasize his crafty nature.  It was 

no more so a serpent that spoke, than Herod was “that fox” in Luke 13:32 or the Pharisees were “serpents” 

in Matthew 23:33. or that Peter was “Satan” in Matthew 16:23.  See also:  II Corinthians 11:3, 14; 

Revelation 12:9, and 20:2.  See II Corinthians 11:3, 14 and Revelation 12:9 and 20:2. 
2
See: Ezekiel 28:12-17. 



and turning away from the clear and simple teaching about Christ, that he had taught 

them. 

With the devil’s first words to Jesus Christ in the wilderness, he also questioned 

what God said and tempted Jesus Christ to doubt it.     

In both instances, he slyly twisted God’s Word in an effort to lead God’s people 

away from God.  He even quoted God’s Word (He really misquoted God’s Word and 

used it out of the context in which it was given, of course.) to Jesus Christ.   

God gave His Word to reveal His will, while Satan manipulates God’s Word in an 

effort to deceive God’s people.  The devil endeavors to twist the Word of God and use it 

against God’s people.   

The first Adam did not believe God’s Word in the face of the serpent’s attack.  He 

believed the lie of the serpent instead.  The second Adam, Jesus Christ, did believe God’s 

Word when he was tempted in the wilderness by the devil.   

Failing to believe the Word of God was the issue, which caused the fall of man.  

Jesus Christ did believe the Word of God.  The Word of God was the Will of God for 

him.  Believing God’s Word was essential for Jesus Christ to redeem man.   

Believing is the single requirement by God to receive anything from Him.     

 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 

God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  For with the heart man believeth unto 

righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  (Romans 10:9-10 AV) 

 

The only way to be saved is to say what God’s Word says and to believe what the 

Word of God says to believe.  Without believing what God says, it is impossible to please 

Him.  He is a rewarder of those who believe Him.  He will become whatever we need 

Him to become to care and provide for His People.  It stands written.    

The One True God gives us His Word as our point of contact with Him.  If we 

believe His Word, He will bring it to pass.  The adversary endeavors to use God’s Word 

against us.  How does he do this? 

He will quote it out of the context in which it was given. 

He will add words to what God has said. 

He will omit words from what God has said. 

He will change words that God has spoken.    

He will take what God said to men in one administration of time, which was truth 

concerning them, to contradict what God says to others who live in a different 

administration.   

He will manipulate what God addressed to one group of men, such as Israel, as 

though it is addressed to another group, such as the Church.   

He will take what is meant to be taken literally and call it figurative.   

He will also take what is a figure of speech, which is a legitimate grammatical 

usage, and interpret it literally.  He is always trying to belittle God’s Word. 

He will use forgeries in translation.   

He will utilize men that we respect, who speak from positions of authority, to 

speak for him, as he did with the religious leaders of Israel when they had Jesus Christ 

crucified. 

He will belittle and disparage the reputation of those who speak the Word of God 

so that no one will listen to them.   



He will do His all to cause division among God’s People over His Word. 

He will say the Word of God is outdated, that it is just a bunch of stories or myths, 

or that it is not necessary today.  

He clokes his lies in accepted traditions.   

When it comes to the Word of God, those who speak for him will say, “So what?”  

“What difference does it make?” 

Whenever the Word of God is spoken of as being inspired by God or that it is the 

reference for truth that God gave us concerning spiritual matters, it is excluded because it 

“ too controversial”.   

Whenever the Word of God is called in question, we will find the trail of the “old 

serpent”, who is the Devil. 

He will use every possible means that he can to undermine the Word of God. 

            If he succeeds, he can manipulate those who are looking for answers concerning 

spiritual matters and get them to believe what he says rather than what the One True God 

says.  This seduction from the Word of God blinds people to the truth and it always leads 

to bondage and hurt in their lives. 

After the serpent undermined God’s Word, he finally revealed his true colors and 

said, “Ye shall not surely die”.  Compare this to what God actually said: 
 

“And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely 

eat:  But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that 

thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”  (Genesis 2:16-17 AV) 

 

God told Adam that, “in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”.  

The serpent’s second recorded utterance utterly contradicted God’s Word, “Ye shall not 

surely die.”  One of these two spirit beings is a liar and what he has to say is a counterfeit.  

Whom are you going to believe?    

The fall of man as God’s under-ruler in the Garden of Eden and his loss of the 

spirit of God, came as the result of not believing the Word of God and believing the lie of 

the serpent instead. 

The Devil wants to be like the Most High God.  Opposition to God and His Word 

is the serpent’s principal sphere of activity.  He wants man to reject God’s Word and 

believe his words instead.   

He has done much more to ruin man through his initiatives to mislead and seduce 

--to lead him away from God and His Word--than through any of his other forms of evil.   

His first words were, “Yea, hath God said...?”  These words reveal his true 

motive, which is to undermine God’s Word.  Jesus Christ said, “It stands written!”  

The devil’s first lie was “Ye shall not surely die”.  This lie is the foundation on 

which spiritualism is built.  Many today, including Christians, unknowingly embrace this 

lie as the basis for their belief concerning life after death and their immediate entrance 

into glory.     

If we would believe the Word of God, we could see spiritualism for what it is and 

we could not be seduced by experiences, such as one finds in a séance or in a so called 

life after death experience.  There may be no doubt that someone sees something, the 

question is which god showed it to them?  If we are to be certain in a realm that the five 

senses are not a reliable guide, we must take God at His Word and learn from what He 

reveals to us in His Word. 



The serpent’s second lie, “Ye shall be as gods” is the very root of the teaching 

that there is a spark of the divine in all of us and the brotherhood of man.  He says all we 

have to do is fan it by our good works if we want to be spiritual.   

Nothing in the realm of the flesh can be called spiritual regardless of the works 

done.  Flesh is flesh and spirit is spirit.  They are as different as a fish and a bird.  The 

only way to get spiritual life is to be born of God’s spirit.  God is only the Father of those 

whom He has fathered with the seed of the holy spirit. 

The serpent seduced Eve by appealing to her five senses knowledge and her 

emotions.  Eve took the bait.  The serpent offered her the knowledge of evil as though it 

would improve on the good that God had provided them.   

God had placed them in paradise, the garden of God.  All that He provided them was 

“very good”.  There was no disease, no death, no curse, no fear, no condemnation and no 

sorrow for them until they believed the serpent’s lie.   

In Genesis 3, Eve’s first mistake was to consider the serpents question.  She 

responds to his question, omits the word “freely”, adds the words, “neither shall ye touch 

it” and then she changes the certainty of God’s Word, “in the day that thou eatest thereof 

ye shall surely die” into a possibility, “lest ye die”.  She was not very accurate concerning 

the Word of God, was she?   

After such inaccuracies, it would be difficult to call it God’s Word anymore, 

would it not?  If I changed what you said, to the degree that Eve changed the Word of 

God, I am sure you would be quite upset with me.   

Yet people read God’s Word today and say, “So what?”  If we were filling a 

prescription at the pharmacy, we would certainly understand the difference if the 

pharmacist gave us arsenic rather than aspirin.  It could be the difference between life and 

death.   

If we were making a deposit in the bank for $1000 and the cashier only recorded 

$10, we would understand the difference.   

Why do we not understand the importance of accuracy when it comes to the Word 

of God?  Do we have more concern for a prescription or bank deposit than we do for God 

and His Word?  The Word of God concerns eternal, spiritual matters, not just carnal, 

temporal concerns.   

In Genesis 3, the serpent boldly revealed his true colors with his second recorded 

response.  He point-blank contradicts the Word of God saying, “Ye shall not surely die”.  

He is still perpetrating this same fraud today.    

In Matthew, when the Tempter confronted the lord Jesus Christ in the wilderness, 

Christ responded to him by saying, “IT IS WRITTEN...”  He took God at His Word, 

while the Devil, called the serpent in Genesis 3, attempted to get Eve to question and 

doubt God’s Word.   

He wants man to believe his lies instead of the truth of God’s Word.  Consider 

what Jesus Christ said to these religious leaders.  

 
“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from 

the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a 

lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.”  (John 8:44 AV) 

 

 The lord Jesus Christ said that the Devil “is a liar and the father of it”.   
 



“The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 

life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”  (John 10:10 AV) 

        

Here the lord portrays the devil as a thief.  In this verse, we have the purpose of 

the thief and that of the true Shepard, the lord Jesus Christ, set side by side. 

Jesus Christ said, “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 

it more abundantly.”   

Jesus Christ understood the importance of God’s Word.  He staked his life on the 

accuracy and the authority of the Word of God.  He said, “It is written, That man shall 

not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  

God’s Word makes God known to man.  God’s Word is truth.  By knowing it, we 

can distinguish between the truth concerning spiritual matters and the defiant counterfeit 

of the serpent.   
 

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  In whom the god of this world hath 

blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is 

the image of God, should shine unto them.”  (II Corinthians 4:3-4 AV) 

 

It is no wonder why the so-called god of this world, who is the Devil, does 

everything in his power to blind men to the truth of God’s Word.  I Timothy 2:4, says that 

God, “...will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.”   

The god of this world wants to blind man to the truth of God’s Word, while the 

God and Father of the lord Jesus Christ wants us to come to the knowledge of it. 
 

“Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 

whom he may devour:” (I Peter 5:8 AV) 

 

Here the Devil is called “our adversary the devil”.  We are to be sound minded 

and alert, because our adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about seeking whom 

he may devour.  Why does the Word of God compare our adversary to a roaring lion?  A 

lion roars to freeze its prey with fear. 

 
“Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your 

brethren that are in the world.”  (I Peter 5:9 AV) 

 

 We are to steadfastly resist the devil in the faith, which is in the right way of 

believing. 
 

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  Put on the whole 

armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  For we wrestle not 

against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Wherefore take unto you the 

whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to 

stand.  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 

righteousness;  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;  Above all, taking 

the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.  And 

take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:  Praying 

always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 

perseverance and supplication for all saints;” (Ephesians 6:10-18 AV) 



 

        This gives us detailed information of how we are to “stand against the wiles of the 

devil”. 

 Having your loins girt about with truth 

 Having on the breastplate of righteousness 

 Your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace 

 Taking the shield of believing, wherewith you shall be able to quench all the fiery 

darts of the wicked 

 Take the helmet of salvation 

 Take the sword of the spirit which is the Word of God 

 Praying always with all prayer with specific requests in the spirit 

 Watch thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints 

 

The lord Jesus Christ dealt with the devil by the authority of God’s Word.  If we are 

to deal with the Adversary today, we must know, believe, and stand on the authority of 

the Word of God with believing conviction, the same as he did.  The Word of God stands 

written! 

Whose words will you choose to believe?  
 

“Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the scriptures, nor the power of 

God.”  (Matthew 22:29 AV) 

 

The lord said that they erred concerning two things.  They did not know the 

scriptures, nor did they know the power of God. 
 

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, throughly 

furnished unto all good works.”  (II Timothy 3:16 and 17 AV) 

 

God tells us that the Scripture is indeed profitable. 

 
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”  (I Corinthians 12:7 

AV) 

 

Here we learn that the manifestation of the spirit is profitable, also.  The 

manifestation of the spirit is the power of God in operation.  The Word of God instructs 

us how to operate the nine manifestations of the gift of holy spirit for our profit.  God 

lists these nine manifestations in the verses that follow. 

 
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  For to one is given by 

the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit;  To another 

faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;  To another the 

working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds 

of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues:  But all these worketh that one and the 

selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.”  (I Corinthians 12:7-11 AV) 

    



God did not mean for us to use the Word of God and the manifestations of the 

spirit at cross-purposes, but rather, to utilize them both for the benefits for which God 

designed them.  If we utilized one without the other, we would not be able to have the 

profit that God desires us to have. 

We can distinguish the truth concerning spiritual matters from error or the 

counterfeit by looking for the profit that the Word of God reveals to us.  The One True 

God always wants us to profit.     

The “so called” god of this world uses his spiritual manifestations as a lure to 

entice men to follow him.  One example of this is a séance, where he deceives people 

with a devil spirit that impersonates the dead loved one who they are trying to contact.  

The person whom the spirit impersonates is dead, but the familiar spirit impersonates the 

dead person and gives them information that is familiar between them and their deceased 

loved one.    

The Word of God calls this necromancy.  If it were not for the truth that God 

reveals to us, that the dead are dead and stay dead until Christ raises the dead, this 

counterfeit experience could fool us and seduce us.   

Those who practice extra-sensory perception, horoscope readers, clairvoyants, 

psychic surgeons, palm readers, taro card readers, those who use Ouija boards, etc., all 

come under the heading of counterfeit spiritual power.
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  The devil’s misuse of spiritual 

power always baits people and seduces them into believing his lie.  It always has a hook 

in it and it will dearly cost the one who uses it.   

Both the God and Father of the lord Jesus Christ and the devil use words to 

communicate their will and to achieve their purposes.  You can know them by their 

words, just as you are known by your words.  

    
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 

with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  Of his own will begat he us with the 

word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.”  (James 1:17-18 AV) 

 

God is light and there is no darkness in Him at all; not even a shadow of turning.  

If there was a shadow, we might not be able to see clearly.   

There is no variableness in the will of God.  His Will does not vary from one day 

to the next, like the weather.     

He only gives good and perfect gifts.  His Word is the “word of truth”.  His Word 

is infallible and we can take God at His Word.   

Too often people blame God, the Father of the lord Jesus Christ, for what the so-

called god of this world does. 
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  “When thou art come into the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after 

the abominations of those nations.  There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his 

daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a 

witch,  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer.  For all that do 

these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God 

doth drive them out from before thee.  Thou shalt be perfect with the LORD thy God.”  (Deuteronomy 

18:9-13 AV) 

 
 



For example, insurance companies describe calamities such as earthquakes, 

tornados, hurricanes, etc., as acts of God.  The Scriptures teach us that the devil, the god 

of this world is behind this destruction.   

Jesus Christ always did the Father’s will and he calmed storms, he never brought 

them on God’s People.  

In the book of Acts, chapter 27, it shows us that God delivered Paul and all that 

were with him from a hurricane that overtook their ship.   

There is a record in Hebrews 2, which is most enlightening. 

 
“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself [Jesus Christ] 

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of 

death, that is, the devil;  And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 

subject to bondage.”  (Hebrews 2:14-15 AV) 

 

How often do you hear people say that, “God took” someone or they blame God 

for someone’s death and say, “How could a loving God do this?”  The Word of God 

reveals that the devil has “the power of death”.  He is the one who kills, steals and 

destroys people.  

Jesus Christ came to deliver them who were in bondage their entire life because of 

their fear of death.   

Jesus Christ raised the dead on three different occasions.  He never made anyone 

drop dead.  God raised Jesus Christ from the dead, never to die again.  God promises 

eternal life to those who confess Jesus as lord and believe that God raised him from the 

dead. 

 
“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.”  (I Corinthians 15:26 AV) 

 

 God calls death an enemy and the day is coming He will destroy it.  God does not call it a 

welcomed friend or the entrance into glory.  Whom are you going to believe, God’s Word or 

tradition? 

 

Is it God’s will to be sick or poor? 

 
“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 

prospereth.”  (III John 2 AV) 

 

 This states the will of God for us.  God desires that we prosper and that we are healthy.  

God does not desire for us to be in the bondage of poverty and sickness. 

 

“Who his own self [Jesus Christ] bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to 

sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.”  (I Peter 2:24 AV) 

 

 Is sickness the will of God?  Apparently, it is not.  Jesus Christ came to bear our 

sins and heal our sicknesses.  God’s Word says, “...by whose [Jesus Christ’s] stripes ye 

were healed.”   

Jesus Christ said that he always did the will of his Father, did he not?  He came to 

make God known.  How many times did he make people sick to humble them?  The 



answer is obvious--never!  Yet time and again he ministered healing and deliverance to 

people.   

Is poverty God’s desire for His People? 

 
“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 

all things, may abound to every good work:  (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath 

given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever.  Now he that ministereth seed to the 

sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of 

your righteousness;)  Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us 

thanksgiving to God.”  (II Corinthians 9:8-11 AV) 

 

“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  

(Philippians 4:19 AV) 

 

God desires us to have all sufficiency in all things, to be prosperous and bountiful.  

He will supply all our need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.  Prosperity is 

more than just money.  It includes all that we need for an abundant life. 

  
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me 

now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 

you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”  (Malachi 3:10 AV) 

 

 The expression, “the windows of heaven” is only used here and in the record 

concerning the flood in the times of Noah.  That gives us quite a perspective, does it not?  

In verse 11, He says, “and I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes...”  God is not the 

devourer.  The means for God’s prosperity that is recorded in these records is according 

to our giving.  This is how we prove His Word in our lives.  Whom are you going to 

believe? 

 

The book of Job gives us insight concerning sickness, as well as other calamities:  
 

“So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole 

of his foot unto his crown.”  (Job 2:7 AV) 

 

Who smote Job with sore boils all over his body?  Satan was behind it, not God.   

 
“Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?  Hast not thou made 

an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast 

blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.  But put forth thine hand 

now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face.  And the LORD said unto 

Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So 

Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.”  (Job 1:9-12 AV) 

 

  Satan said that God put a hedge about Job, his house, and all he had.  God 

blessed his work and increased his substance.  Then Satan tempted God to exert His 

power to hurt Job.  God’s answer to him is quite revealing.  “Behold, all that he hath is in 

thy power...”  The things that follow demonstrate this vividly:   
 



“And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put 

not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.  And there was a day 

when his sons and his daughters were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house:  

And there came a messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses feeding 

beside them:  And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them away; yea, they have slain the 

servants with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.  While he was yet 

speaking, there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, and hath 

burned up the sheep, and the servants, and consumed them; and I only am escaped alone to tell 

thee.  While he was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans made out 

three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, yea, and slain the servants 

with the edge of the sword; and I only am escaped alone to tell thee.  While he was yet speaking, 

there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were eating and drinking wine in 

their eldest brother’s house:  And, behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and 

smote the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they are dead; and I only 

am escaped alone to tell thee.” (Job 1:12-19 AV) 

 

Each of these events is tied together with the figure of speech, Polysyndeton, or 

“many ands”.  Each event is linked by, “and”.  This should cause us to consider each 

event in detail.  Satan was behind all of these attacks. 

First we read of an attack by the Sabeans attack and that they took his animals and  

murdered his servants.   

While the messenger was yet speaking, another messenger came to tell him that a 

terrible fire had destroyed his animals and servants.   

While he was yet speaking, another messenger comes to tell him how the 

Chaldeans took his camels away and killed his servants.   

While he was yet speaking, another messenger arrives to tell him of more death, 

this time of his children.  It was a catastrophe due to violent wind, which caused the 

house to collapse on them. 

Three times it says, “While he was yet speaking”, to emphasize how swift and 

vicious Satan’s attacks came.   

The five senses can register the facts and feel the pain, but they cannot see the 

source behind the scenes that was the cause of it.  God is giving us valuable insight as to 

the cause of these events.   
 

“Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 

Satan came also among them to present himself before the LORD.  And the LORD said unto 

Satan, From whence comest thou? And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From going to and 

fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.”  (Job 2:1-2 AV) 

 

When Satan answered the LORD by saying, “From going to and fro in the earth, 

and from walking up and down in it” he is speaking of his dominion in the earth. 
 

“And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him 

in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he 

holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause.  

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for 

his life.  But put forth thine hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to 

thy face.  And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life.  So went 

Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his 



foot unto his crown.  And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down 

among the ashes.” (Job 2:3-8 AV) 

 

Satan is the great accuser of God’s People.  Again he tries to turn God against 

Job.  God again reiterates that Job was in his hand.  Satan is the one who smote Job with 

boils all over his body.   

Job was now in utter grief.  In verse 11, it describes all the things that came upon 

Job as, “all this evil”.  Who is the source of evil?  We learned in Genesis that Satan is the 

source of evil, not God.   

So far, Satan has stolen Job’s animals and in turn, ruined his business, took away 

his prosperity, destroyed his possessions, murdered his children and servants and smote 

him with boils all over his body. Satan used people and the elements to carry out his 

purposes.  If that was not enough, read verse nine. 
 

“Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.  But he 

said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh.  (Job 2: 9) 

  

On top of his sickness and loss and grief, now he has to deal with the mental 

anguish inspired by Satan through his wife. 

 
What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not 

Job sin with his lips.”  (Job 2:10 AV) 

             

Job did not say that God was the source of the evil he received.  He said that God 

was the source of the good he received.  From the context, it is clear that his life was in 

Satan’s hand, meaning under his authority.   

If you go on to read the rest of the book you will see he also had friends who were 

his miserable comforters.  They tried to convince him that these things happened to him 

because he had sinned.   

God said that, “...there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, 

one that feareth God, and escheweth evil.”  In all of this, it says that Job did not sin with 

his lips.  Whom are you going to believe? 

 
“And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz 

the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have not 

spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath.”  (Job 42:7 AV) 

 

God reproved Job’s friends because, “Ye have not spoken of me the thing that is 

right, as my servant Job hath.”  Look at verse 10. 

 
“And the LORD turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his friends: also the LORD gave 

Job twice as much as he had before.”  (Job 42:10 AV) 

 

God calls what Job endured, “captivity” and it says that, “And the LORD turned 

the captivity of Job...” 

 



“So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had fourteen 

thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she 

asses.”  (Job 42:12 AV) 

 

The lord blessed the latter end of Job more than he had before.  Whom are you 

going to believe?  

The Gospel of Luke will give us more insight into Satan’s dominion in the earth: 
 

“And the devil, taking him [Jesus Christ] up into an high mountain, shewed unto him all the 

kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  And the devil said unto him, All this power will I 

give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  

If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine.  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get 

thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt 

thou serve.”  (Luke 4:5-8 AV) 

 

 The kingdoms of this world are under the devil’s power.  He says that the power 

he has was delivered to him.  It is his to give to whom he will.  If it had not been true, 

Jesus Christ would have nailed him on it, but he did not.   

God had initially made Adam His under-ruler on the earth.  Adam delivered the 

power to Satan when he disobeyed God and believed the serpents lie instead, as we can 

read in Genesis 3.   
 

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in light:  Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son:  In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness 

of sins:” (Colossians 1:12-14 AV) 

 

God has delivered us from the power of darkness.  He literally has rescued us out 

from it and He has given us citizenship in the kingdom of his dear Son.  We have 

redemption from the power of darkness, even from the grave itself, and we have the 

forgiveness of sins by the work of Christ.   
 

“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 

doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.”  (Acts 10:38 

AV) 

 

God could not make it much cleared than this.  Sickness is oppression from the 

devil.  It does not come from the One True God.  God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 

the holy spirit and power so that he could heal all that were oppressed of the devil, for 

God was with him.  Whom are you going to believe?  

Is sin-consciousness the will of God for our lives?     
 

“Him who knew no sin he made to be sin on our behalf; that we might become the righteousness 

of God in him.”  (II Corinthians 5:21 ASV) 

 

God sent Jesus Christ to make us righteous before Him.  We were made the 

righteousness of God in Christ.  This means that we now stand in the presence of God 

without any sense of sin, guilt or condemnation.   



After Christ paid for our forgiveness and healing by the giving of his life, do you 

think that it blesses God to see one of His children living in sin-consciousness?  That is to 

say, that Christ died in vain, his work counted for naught and we are yet in our sins.   

Jesus Christ came to declare God, and that he did, both by the Word of God that 

he taught and by the mighty works that he did.  He healed and he forgave men of their 

sins. 
 

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits:  Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 

who healeth all thy diseases;” (Psalms 103:2-3 AV) 

 

God forgives all your iniquities.  In verse two, it says that God will heal all your 

diseases, also.  Some of these may seem incurable from man’s limited perspective, but 

from God’s perspective and by His power, no disease is incurable.  God is light and there 

is no darkness in him, not even a shadow to obstruct our view.  He does not vary.  He is 

what He says He is--not what someone may or may not say about Him. 

   God does not hold sin over your head and remind you of it day after day.  He 

forgives all your sins.   
 

“He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  For as the 

heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him.  As far as the east 

is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”  (Psalms 103:10-12 AV) 

 

God has not dealt with us after our sins.  God says that He has removed our sins 

from us as far as the east is from the west.  How far is that?  Where does the east meet the 

west?  They do not meet.  That is pretty far, is it not?  God has cast our sin so far away 

that He says that He does not remember them.
4
  They are lost in God’s forgetfulness. 

 

“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches 

of his grace;” (Ephesians 1:7 AV) 

  

 We have the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace.  That should 

settle it, should it not?  Whom are you going to believe? 
 

“And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and strength, and the 

kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, 

which accused them before our God day and night.”  (Revelation 12:10 AV) 

 

Satan is the great accuser of God’s People, not God.  Satan’s ministers preach a 

gospel of accusation and condemnation and the fear of hell, which they say is a place of 

                                                 
4
  “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins.”  

(Isaiah 43:25 AV) 

“And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 

LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I 

will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  (Jeremiah 31:34 AV) 
 

 
 



torment.  They do not teach the good news of deliverance and the truth that makes you 

free in Christ.  The One True God desires deliverance, peace and joy for His People. 

For the most part, the Scriptures are neglected today because our teachers tell us 

they are not necessary, that they cannot be understood, or that they are too controversial, 

etc.   

Because God’s people are not taught the Word of God, they do not understand it.  

Consequently, many are ignorant of what God has made available to them.  Not knowing 

what is available to them, they cannot utilize it in their lives.  As a result, God’s People 

lack the profit that God intended them to have in their lives. 

 
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge:” (Hosea 4:6 AV) 

   

God’s People are destroyed because of a lack of knowledge of His Word.  The 

Word of God teaches us what God has made available to us, how we can receive it and 

how we are to put it into practice once we have it.  God gave us His Word for our profit. 

God has communicated His wisdom pertaining to spiritual matters to us with 

spiritual words that He originated so that we might know Him and what He has made 

available to us.  He most certainly did not leave us ignorant. 

 What a day it will be when we no longer have to wrestle with Satan and his 

mercenaries.  There will be no more sorrow, sickness, grief, depression, poverty, death.  

We will dwell in the care and love of our lord and God our Father forever.  It will take 

our Father the ages to come, to us the exceeding riches of His grace in kindness towards 

us through Christ Jesus our lord.   

Until then, we have the Word of God to believe and God to back it up.  Whom are 

you going to believe? 

 


